


WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 
2004 Annual Report 

















[Rest AANA 


<a 


r Thy gs is 
yi i 
¥ i 


7. 
an 


...current + fans ..,.fans that were 
Ge ...fans that will be -..new friends - 
and supporters ...investors 











Dear fellow shareholders, 







‘ 
hs 1 
‘ - 


{eat r 
FP a 
A 


n last year’s annual report, we outlined how 

WWE was going to implement our strategy 

of maximizing the revenue potential of our 

content across multiple media platforms to 
obtain a larger share of the global entertainment 
market. 


Inherent in this strategy was identifying ways to 
satisfy the demands of current fans, rekindle the 


interest of lapsed fans, and attract new fans to the 
ATAATA Om oyer-bele b 


We're pleased to report that in Fiscal Year 2004, 
we made significant progress and are positioned 
to capitalize on that progress in 2005. 


Furthering Our Reach 
With Current Fans 


The 2004 strategy, which focused on WrestleMania 
XX, succeeded in bringing back “the buzz” for 

the entire business. A nine-month program of 
integrated promotion was important to stabilizing 
television ratings, surpassing our internal revenue 
projections for the Pay-Per-View business, and 
reigniting interest in our branded product sales. 


WrestleMania XX was itself a staggering success, 
with the company booking 885,000 Pay-Per-View 
buys in Fiscal Year 2004. Worldwide Pay-Per-View 
gross revenues for WrestleMania XX are expected to 
make the event the highest grossing Pay-Per-View 
in WWE history. WWE’s net share of WrestleMania 
XX Pay-Per-View revenue in fiscal 2004 exceeded 
$20 million after revenue sharing with cable and 
satellite providers. 


Pay-Per-View buys for the fiscal year exceeded 
our expectations. As part of our schedule of 12 
monthly Pay-Per-Views, for the first time eight of 





our Pay-Per-View events featured either only the 
RAW or SmackDown! Superstar rosters. These 
individually branded Pay-Per-Views performed well, 
an indication of the growing success of the brand 
separation initiated in 2002. 


With this momentum, we are introducing two new 
Pay-Per-Views — one featuring the RAW brand and one 
featuring the SmackDown! brand — bringing to 14 the 
total number of Pay-Per-Views in fiscal year 2005. 


Another indicator of the success of the integrated 
plan was the stabilization of television ratings. 
Monday Night Raw on Spike TV has been the 
highest-rated regularly scheduled prime-time 
jeyKeyeawbeemeyeur-(ecs 1090) eco) uneremer- le) omKallea sn ycoye! 
throughout Fiscal Year 2004. WWE SmackDown! 
on UPN continues to be the network’s top weekly 
program among all key male demographics, and is 
one of the top 10 prime-time broadcast television 
programs among male teens and males 12 to 

24. SmackDown! is consistently one of the top five 
English-language broadcast television programs 
viewed by Hispanic households. 


WWE’s global television reach improved in the 
fiscal year with significant Pay, Satellite and Free 
TV agreements totaling more than 1,400 hours in 
key territories throughout Europe, the Middle East 
and the Philippines. Building upon the existing 
success in Germany and Italy, WWE concluded 
multiple European deals, including Greece, 

| eoyuabrey-lur-balems \Copeer-beur- Moms CUKcoMO) Ker Laneunelercan! 

markets for WWE. 


The global demand for WWE was fueled by 
these existing television agreements and a 
record number of live events outside 
| North America in the fiscal year. 
Ue WWE Superstars performed more 
than 30 live events in Asia, the 
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Pacific Rim, Africa, Europe and Mexico before 
sold-out arenas and record-breaking crowds. 


WWE licensed products reached new heights in 
fiscal year 2004 as well. Our video games further 
increased their reach into the world’s video 
gaming population with the tremendous success 
of SmackDown! Here Comes The Pain, released in 
November 2003. SmackDown! Here Comes The Pain 
has sold 1.8 million units at full price, continuing 
its run as the best-selling wrestling series of all- 
time. Indeed, WWE is the No.2 ranked movie/TV 
property in all of video games, ahead of Star Wars, 
James Bond, Spider-Man, Disney, Lord of the Rings, 
Harry Potter, Final Fantasy and Resident Evil. We 
expect that success to continue with a new series of 
games for multiple platforms in Fiscal Year 2005. 


ProMax BDA, Broadcasting and Cable, and 
Multichannel News recognized the success of 

our integrated effort by awarding WWE a 2004 
Brand Builder’s Award, given to those brands that 
demonstrated break out growth in 2004, and are 
leaders in their field. 


Reaching Fans That Were 


The integrated marketing effort around 
WrestleMania XX was a success in furthering the 
brand loyalty and interest of current fans, and the 
nostalgia surrounding WrestleMania kindled a 
renewed interest among lapsed fans. These “fans 
that were” came back to the franchise for the 
excitement of our current product, and because of 
their interest in reconnecting with their favorite 
WWE Superstars of the past. 


Seeing a strong demand for the “classic” Superstars, 
WWE began to capitalize on that interest in a big 
way in the past fiscal year. 





WWE has aggregated the best of professional 
wrestling television by strategically acquiring the 
libraries of other national and regional promoters, 
including WCW, ECW and AWA. The result is an 
archive of more than 75,000 hours of programming 
content, 25,000 of which was previously aired or 
released as finished product. Not only one of the 
more extensive video libraries in television, this 

is the world’s largest dedicated to wrestling and 
sports-entertainment. 


In March 2004, WWE unveiled a major initiative 
intended to utilize this programming library to 
build new mutually beneficial businesses with 

its cable, satellite and other worldwide television 
partners. WWE 24/7 is the first step, a Subscription 
Video-on-Demand (SVOD) service that will feature 
highly-rated Pay-Per-View, Cable and syndicated 
broadcast content, best-selling home videos, new 
original productions and proprietary broadband 
from WWE and other acquired national and 
regional wrestling brands. A recently launched in- 
house business development unit, WWE Enterprises, 
will work directly with cable companies and satellite 
providers to create, customize and cross-promote 
these new revenue-generating opportunities. 


WWE is ready to move aggressively into the digital 
age by providing new services, such as WWE 24/7, 
to fit the active lifestyles of our fans, meeting their 
demand for new and innovative content. 


WWE Home Video is coming off a record year, 
shipping more than 1.8 million DVDs and videos 
insthe»United,States during Fiscal Year 2004. Use 
(os Moy ebums(elcro melo u-bu a er-hwolerorsm-bem-le(olcremr-lanw-lelaceye! 
for sales. Three DVD releases— The Ultimate Ric 
Flair Collection, The Monday Night War, and the 3-disc 
WrestleMania XX Limited Edition, -featuring extensive 
archival footage, shipped more than 100,000 units 
eachinethe United States alone. 


Jakks Pacific, our toy licensee, created a wildly 
successful Classic Superstars action figure series. 
Celebrating the best Superstars of the 1970s, ’80s 
and ‘90s in the most detailed 6-inch WWE action 
figures ever, the initial wave of Classic Superstars has 
been a phenomenon at retail. 


Reaching Fans That Will Be 


The ability to fascinate new generations of fans 
has been an important factor in making WWE a 
business success for more than 20 years. 


We know that WWE fans are early adopters of 
technology. They love laptops, being on the 
Internet, and cell phones. To further our reach 
with these early adopters, WWE is focused on 
creating greater interactivity for WWE.COM. 

Our plans for Fiscal Year 2005 call for the creation 
of internet programs to engage WWE viewers in 
an entirely new way, drawing new fans, driving 
television tune-in, and creating new revenue 
opportunities. Our new website, auction.wwe.com, 
is one of the premier private label auction sites, 
averaging 40,000 visitors per day. 


Broadening our reach with potential fans and 
young moviegoers, WWE Films, the film and 
scripted television division of WWE, expects to 
oXareg boy oyKeXene(cnlovemevsMmalvemelscekwlem-40ler ar balou ern 
several projects in development. The films, written 
to appeal to both our huge core fan base as well as 
a broad spectrum of movie lovers worldwide, will 
feature WWE talent in lead roles. We are exploring 
the best distribution partners for these films. 


SKobabbudelome-eroelemolebminc (ashyceyem sole smnemaele 
younger generation, in May 2004, WWE 
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weekend morning programming with the 

introduction of The WWE Experience, a new 







Sunday morning television program on Spike TV. 


Music continues to be a way to reach our younger 
fans. WWE’s first compact disc to be issued under 
our new, multi-year licensing agreement with Sony 
Music featured WWE talent singing original songs. 
WWE Originals sold more than 200,000 units. A 
new disc in our series of Superstar Themes will be 
released later in 2005. 


Reaching Out To Create 
New Friends And Supporters 


AACA Ou OEE Ke (ous Molem Onsleubebiar-lahvenm@evslapelercremne) 
expand in this fiscal year. WWE’s military outreach 
included multiple visits to U.S. military bases 
around the world, trips to military hospitals to visit 
wounded military from Iraq and Afghanistan, and a 
special holiday WWE SmackDown! event in Baghdad, 
broadcast to troops around the world the evening 
of Christmas Day. In recognition of its support for 
our military men and women, WWE received the 
first-ever Legacy of Hope Award from the USO of 
Metropolitan Washington in March 2004. 


WWE’s Smackdown Your Vote! initiative has played 
a leadership role in encouraging 18-to-30-year-old 
Americans to vote in the 2004 elections. Under 
ATAVAATA Outctu Cora Ko (os) 001 OMm- WOON cs BK Yom°o KO) 0) OO) MOD uSx- ONY Z-18LO) ENE 
including the League of Women Voters and the 
Harvard Institute of Politics, partnered with WWE 
to issue a national voter issues paper for 18 to 30 
year olds. President Bush and Sen. John Kerry have 
responded to this issues paper, and several members 
of Congress have stated their intentions to do so as 


well. The response of our leadership in this area has 


been extremely positive. 


WWE’s Get R.E.A.L. programs continued to be 
held by WWE Superstars in schools and libraries. 
More than 160,000 reading posters were distributed 
through a partnership with Weekly Reader and 





through requestsfrom teachers and parents through 
our website, wweparents.com. 


Furthering Our Reach With Investors 


In recognition of WWE’s positive financial 
performance, the Board of Directors inereased the 
dividend from $0.04 to $0.06 on all Class A and 
Class B common shares. This increase is in keeping 
with our pledge to find ways to unlock the value of 
our company to the benefit of our shareholders. 


ATA oma 00 ekovelapeleom com o)xens(eCombyolet-incrembebce)monr-laleye| 
weekly on our three key business drivers: live event 
attendance, Pay-Per-View buys and television ratings. 
This information can be found in the Investor 
Relations section of corporate.wwe.com. 


As always, we thank our WWE Superstars and 
employees for their hard work and dedication to 
our company’s success. We had an excellent year in 
fiscal 2004, and we look to continue that success 1n 
Fiscal Year 2005. 


Sincerely, 


(‘UA 


Vincent K. McMahon 
Chairman of the Board 









Linda E. McMahon 
Chief Executive Officer 
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PART I 
Item 1. Business 


We are an integrated media and entertainment company engaged in the development, production and marketing of 
television and pay-per-view programming and live events and the licensing and sale of branded consumer products. We have 
been involved in the sports entertainment business for approximately 25 years, and we have developed World Wrestling 
Entertainment into a widely-recognized and enduring brand. 


We develop unique and creative content centered around our talent and presented at our live and televised events. At the 
heart of our success are the athletic and entertainment skills and appeal of our WWE Superstars and our consistently 
innovative and multi-faceted storylines across our two brands, RAW and SmackDown!. Anchored by our successful brands, 
we are able to leverage our content and talent across virtually all media outlets. Our television programs, live events, pay-per- 
view events and branded merchandise provide significant cross-promotion and marketing opportunities that reinforce our 
brands. This integrated model enables us to more effectively reach our fans, including the highly-coveted 12-34 year old male 
demographic. 


In this Annual Report on Form 10-K, “WWE?” refers to World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. and its subsidiaries and its 
predecessors, unless the context otherwise requires. References to “we,” “us,” “our” and the “Company” refer to WWE and 
its subsidiaries. World Wrestling Entertainment and the stylized and highly distinctive World Wrestling Entertainment 
scratch logo are two of our trademarks. This Annual Report on Form 10-K also contains other WWE trademarks and trade 
names as well as those of other companies. All trademarks and trade names appearing in this report are the property of their 


respective holders. 
Business Strategy 


We develop compelling storylines anchored by our Superstars. This content drives television ratings, which, in turn, 
drive pay-per-view buys, live event attendance and branded merchandise sales. Our strategy 1s to capitalize on the significant 
operating leverage of our business model through the distribution of this intellectual property across existing platforms as 
well as new and emerging distribution platforms. 


Our success in 2004 reflects a focused effort on brand-building, commencing with the strategic separation of our brands 
and culminating in the record-setting results of WrestleMania XX. Building on this success, we intend to pursue the following 
initiatives: 


¢ Continue to strengthen our brands. In spring 2002, we made the strategic decision to separate our content into two 
brands, Raw and SmackDown!. By having two brands, we are able to more effectively expand our fan base and 
establish stronger brand loyalty. The creation of dual brands with distinct storylines, tours and talent has allowed us 
to expand our touring schedule. The evolution of two strong brands has also supported greater international 
expansion and provides significant opportunity for the development of new talent. 


¢ Continue to expand internationally. International expansion represents an important part of our growth. The broad 
appeal of our content has yielded high international demand for our television programs and live events. To further 
nurture this demand, we plan to continue to expand our international television distribution. Increasing our television 
penetration around the world will likely increase the demand for live events abroad, which, in turn, should increase 
sales of our branded merchandise. Our dual brands enable us to execute this strategy by freeing up schedules for 
talent to perform at more events in more countries. 


¢ Effectively utilize our valuable library of wrestling content. Over the past three years, we have expanded our library 
by strategically acquiring the libraries of World Championship Wrestling ("WCW"), Extreme Championship 
Wrestling ("ECW"), American Wrestling Association ("AWA") and Smokey Mountain Wrestling ("SMW"). The 
result is an archive of more than 75,000 hours of programming content, 25,000 hours of which was previously aired 
or released as finished product. This library has been converted to a digital format, and is being catalogued to 
support future programming and other monetization opportunities, such as video-on-demand, subscription video on 


demand and digital channels. We currently plan to capitalize on this asset and new technologies in an effort to attract 
new and recapture past viewers. In this regard, we recently announced the launch of WWE 24/7, a subscription 
video-on-demand service that will feature the content of our library. 


¢ Explore options in filmed entertainment. In 2002, we established WWE Films to explore options in filmed 
entertainment in order to promote our Superstars and capitalize on our intellectual property and fan base. We have 
acted as executive producer on several films, including Scorpion King, The Rundown and Walking Tall, all featuring 
WWE Superstar The Rock. We currently have several film projects in development featuring other Superstars. 


In summary, we seek to be a preeminent global provider of entertainment that evokes a uniquely passionate emotion 
from our fans. We will continue to leverage our content and talent across all media platforms to drive revenue and strengthen 
our brand. 


Creative Development and Production 


Headed by our Chairman Vincent K. McMahon, our creative team develops compelling and complex characters and 
weaves them into dynamic storylines that combine physical and emotional elements. Storylines are usually played out in the 
wrestling ring and unfold on our weekly television shows, and culminate or change direction in our monthly pay-per-view 
events. 


Our success is due primarily to the continuing popularity of our Superstars. We currently have exclusive contracts with 
approximately 140 Superstars, ranging from developmental contracts to multi-year guaranteed contracts with established 
Superstars. Our Superstars are highly trained and motivated independent contractors whose compensation is tied to the 
revenue that they help us generate. Popular Superstars include Triple H, Shawn Michaels, Randy Orton, Ric Flair, 
Undertaker, Kurt Angle, John Cena, Big Show, Kane, Chris Jericho, Chris Benoit and Eddie Guerrero. We own the rights to 
substantially all of our characters, and we exclusively license the rights we do not own through agreements with our 
Superstars. We continually seek to identify, recruit and develop additional talent for our business. 


Live and Televised Entertainment 


Live events and television programming are our principal creative and production activities. The following chart 
presents revenues from these activities for each of our five fiscal years ended April 30, 2004: 


Worldwide Live & Televised Entertainment Revenue 


($ in millions) 
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Live Events 


In fiscal 2004, we held 297 live events throughout North America, as well as 32 international events, entertaining over 
1.6 million fans at an average ticket price of $41.32. We hold many of our live events at major arenas, including Madison 
Square Garden in New York City, the Staples Center in Los Angeles, the Evening News Arena in Manchester, England, the 
SuperDome in Sydney, Australia, and the Super Arena in Saitama, Japan. In addition to providing the content for our 
television and pay-per-view programming, these events provide us with a real-time assessment of the popularity of storylines 
and characters. Live events generate revenue through ticket and merchandise sales. 


Our two brands, RAW and SmackDown!, tour independently, each typically producing three or four events per week. 
This allows us to play numerous domestic markets, as well as to take advantage of the strong international demand for our 
events. In fiscal 2004, we had a number of successful international tours, including our Ruthless Aggression tour in Australia, 
our Passport to Pain tour in the UK, Germany and Finland and our Road to WrestleMania tour in Japan. 


The following chart presents worldwide revenues from live events for each of our five fiscal years ended April 30, 2004: 


Worldwide Live Events Revenue 
($ in millions) 
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The following chart reflects worldwide attendance from live events for each of our five fiscal years ended 
April 30, 2004: 


Worldwide Live Events Attendance 
(in thousands) 





2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 


- 206 Events in 2000 - 327 Events in 2003 


- 212 Events in 2001 - 329 Events in 2004 
- 237 Events in 2002 





Television Programming 


Relying on our in-house production capabilities at our technologically advanced production facility, we produce seven 
television shows, consisting of nine hours of original programming, 52 weeks per year. Live events provide the majority of 
the content for our television and pay-per-view programming and consequently result in low incremental television 
programming costs. We generate revenue from our programming through television rights fees and advertising sales. The 
popularity of our television programming, our primary promotional vehicle, drives the success of our other businesses. 
Increased viewership for our television shows translates into increased pay-per-view buys, live event attendance and 
merchandise sales. 


Our flagship television shows are RAW and SmackDown!. RAW is a two-hour primetime program that is broadcast live 
on SpikeTV and has consistently been among the top-rated regularly scheduled programs on cable television. SmackDown! is 
a taped two-hour program that airs on UPN in primetime and is consistently one of the highest rated programs on UPN. We 
support our RAW brand with Sunday Night Heat, which airs on SpikeTV, and our syndicated show, Bottom Line. We support 
our SmackDown! brand with Velocity, which airs on SpikeTV, and our syndicated show, After Burn. The WWE Experience, 
our new Sunday morning magazine style show, airs on SpikeTV and features the Superstars and storylines from both of our 
brands. Our domestic cable distribution agreement, which is with Viacom for its SpikeTV network and covers RAW, Sunday 
Night Heat, Velocity and The WWE Experience, runs until September 2005. Under this agreement we receive a rights fee 
totaling approximately $0.6 million per week. We are currently in negotiation to renew this agreement, and cannot give any 
assurance as to the outcome of these negotiations. Our domestic broadcast distribution agreement, which is with UPN and 
covers Smackdown!, expires in September 2006. Under this agreement we receive a rights fee of approximately $0.3 million 
per week. 


The following chart presents revenues from North America television rights fees for each of our five fiscal years ended 
April 30, 2004: 


North America Television Rights Fees Revenue 
($ in millions) 
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Internationally, our programming is distributed in more than 100 countries and 12 different languages. We have 
expanded our distribution throughout Asia, Europe, Latin America, Australia and Africa and have secured new television 
distribution agreements on terrestrial, cable and satellite platforms throughout those locations. Our distributors include, 
among many others, Sky Sports in the UK, J Sports in Japan and Taj TV in India. Our distribution agreement with Sky 
Sports expires on December 31, 2004. We are currently in negotiations to renew this agreement, and we cannot give any 
assurance as to the outcome of these negotiations. 


The following chart presents television rights fees revenues outside of North America for each of our five fiscal years 
ended April 30, 2004: 


Television Rights Fees Revenues outside of North America 
($ in millions) 
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In addition to rights fees, we generate revenues through the sale of a substantial portion of the advertising time on our 
SpikeTV programming and Canadian television programs. The strong ratings of our television programs attract advertisers 
and sponsors from some of the leading companies in the food and beverage, apparel, video game, toy, telecommunications 
and movie industries. In addition to the sale of our advertising time, we also package sponsorships to meet the needs of our 
advertisers. Through these sponsorships, we offer advertisers a full range of our promotional vehicles, including television, 
Internet and print advertising, arena signage, on-air announcements and special appearances by our Superstars. 


Our arrangement with SpikeTV provides that we pay them a portion of our advertising revenues. With respect to 
SmackDown!, since October, 2003, UPN has been selling substantially all advertising inventory and sponsorship elements 
and pays us a rights fee. 


The following chart reflects worldwide advertising revenues for each of our five fiscal years ended April 30, 2004: 


Worldwide Advertising Revenues 
($ in millions) 
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Pay-Per-View Programming 


We have been pioneers in both the production and promotion of pay-per-view events since our first pay-per-view event, 
WrestleMania I, in 1985. At each monthly pay-per-view event, our storylines either culminate or change direction. 
We intensively market and promote the storylines that are associated with upcoming pay-per-view events through our 
television shows, Internet sites and magazines. We produced 12 domestic pay-per-view programs in fiscal 2004 and 2003, 
and have planned two more programs during fiscal 2005, one for each brand. Our events consistently rank among the highest 
selling event pay-per-view programs. These programs are distributed by our international partners including Premiere in 
Germany and J Sports in Japan, among others. 


In fiscal 2004, our premier event, WrestleMania XX, achieved an estimated 885,000 pay-per-view buys at a suggested 
domestic retail price of $49.95. Our other monthly pay-per-view events, including Royal Rumble, Summer Slam and Survivor 
Series, averaged 360,000 buys at a suggested domestic retail price of $34.95. Consistent with industry practices, we share the 
revenues with cable systems and satellite providers and pay service fees to INDEMAND and TVN. 


The following chart presents worldwide revenues from our pay-per-view programming for each of our five fiscal years 
ended April 30, 2004: 


Worldwide Pay-Per-View Revenues 
($ in millions) 


$140 


$120 


$100 


$80 


$60 


$40 


$20 





$0 
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 


Branded Merchandise 
We offer a wide variety of branded merchandise through a licensing program and an integrated direct sales effort. 


The following chart presents worldwide revenues from the sale of our branded merchandise for each of our five fiscal 
years ended April 30, 2004: 


Worldwide Branded Merchandise Revenues 
($ in millions) 


$140 
$120 
$100 
$80 
$60 
$40 


$20 





50 


2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 


Licensing 


We have an established worldwide licensing program using our World Wrestling Entertainment marks and logos, 
copyrighted works and characters on a large variety of retail products, including toys, video games, apparel and books. In all 
of our licensing agreements, we retain creative approval over the design, packaging, advertising and promotional material 
associated with licensed products to maintain the distinctive style and quality of our intellectual property and brand. 
Currently, we maintain licenses with approximately 75 licensees worldwide. Video games represent an important component 
of this licensing program, generating substantial revenues through our license with THQ/Jakks Pacific, LLC, a joint venture 
between THQ Inc. and Jakks Pacific, Inc. Our video games cover current console platforms, including PlayStation 2, Xbox 
and GameCube. Some of our more recent titles include SmackDown! Here Comes the Pain, which sold approximately 1.8 
million units in fiscal 2004, RAW 2 and WrestleMania XIX . 


Under our publishing licensing agreement with Simon and Schuster, we have our own book publishing imprint. This 
agreement has provided us the opportunity to broaden into literary genres beyond autobiographies, including historical 
anthologies and trivia books. Fifteen of the first 21 titles we published have appeared on The New York Times Best Seller 
List. Recent titles include The Stone Cold Truth, an autobiographical account of the life of Stone Cold Steve Austin, and 
Unscripted, a pictorial look into the personal lives of WWE Superstars. 


Merchandise 


Our direct merchandise operations consist of the design, sourcing, marketing and distribution of various WWE-branded 
products, such as T-shirts, caps and other novelty items, all of which feature our Superstars and/or our logo. All of these 
products are designed by our in-house creative staff and manufactured by third parties. The merchandise is sold at our live 
events, through our wweshopzone.com web site and through our catalogs. During fiscal 2004, fans attending our domestic 
live events spent an average of approximately $8.96 each on WWE merchandise, which amount was essentially unchanged as 
compared fiscal 2003. 


Home Video 


We own the world’s largest library dedicated to wrestling and sports entertainment. It contains footage from our 
historical televised events, as well as the acquired libraries of WCW, ECW, AWA and SMW. In fiscal 2004, from this 
library, we have created such titles as The Ultimate Ric Flair Collection, which chronicles over three decades of Ric Flair’s 
colorful career, and The Monday Night War, an account of the rivalry between WWE and WCW in the late 1990s. We also 
produce home video versions of each of our monthly pay-per-view events. Outside the United States, our home videos are 
distributed by a variety of licensees. In fiscal 2004, we sold approximately 1.8 million units across all titles in our catalog, 
including 27 new titles, a 30% increase over fiscal 2003. Sony Music Video markets and distributes our home videos to 
major retailers nationwide. 


Music 


Music is an integral part of the entertainment experience at our live events and on our television programs. We compose 
and record most of our music, including theme songs tailored to our characters, in our recording studio. Sony Music markets 
and distributes our music to major retailers nationwide. 


Publishing 


Our publishing operations consist primarily of two magazines, RAW and SmackDown!. Our magazines help shape and 
complement storylines in our television programs and at our live events. We include a direct marketing catalog in our 
magazines on a quarterly basis. Our in-house publishing and editorial departments prepare all editorial content, and we use 
outside contractors to print and distribute the magazines, which are sold both at newsstands and via subscription. The 
combined cumulative annual circulation of our two magazines was approximately 3.8 million for fiscal 2004, a decrease of 
29% from fiscal 2003. Additionally, in fiscal 2004 we published four special issues. 


Digital Media 


We utilize the Internet to promote our brands, to create a community experience among our fans and to market and 
distribute our products. Through our Internet sites, our fans can purchase and view our monthly pay-per-view events and 
purchase our branded merchandise. We promote many of our Internet sites on our televised programming, at our live events, 
in our magazines and in substantially all of our marketing and promotional materials. According to comScore Media Metrix, 
in March 2004, our Internet sites generated approximately 340 million page views, and we had approximately 7.0 million 
unique visitors. 


Sales outside North America 


The following chart presents revenues derived from sales outside of North America from all activities within our live and 
televised and branded merchandise segments for each of our three fiscal years ended April 30, 2004: 


Total Revenues from Sales outside of North America 
($ in millions) 
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Competition 


While we believe that we have a loyal fan base, the entertainment industry is highly competitive and subject to 
fluctuations in popularity, which are not easy to predict. For our live, television and pay-per-view audiences we 
face competition from professional and college sports as well as from other forms of live, film and televised entertainment 
and other leisure activities. 


We compete for advertising dollars with other media companies. We compete with entertainment companies, 
professional and college sports leagues and other makers of branded apparel and merchandise for the sale of our branded 
merchandise. Many companies with whom we compete have greater financial resources than we do. 


Trademarks and Copyrights 


Intellectual property is material to all aspects of our operations, and we expend substantial cost and effort in an attempt 
to maintain and protect our intellectual property and to maintain compliance vis-a-vis other parties’ intellectual property. We 
have a large portfolio of registered and unregistered trademarks and service marks worldwide and maintain a large catalog of 
copyrighted works, including copyrights on our television programming, music, photographs, books, magazines, and apparel 
art. A principal focus of our efforts is to protect the intellectual property relating to our originally created characters 
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portrayed by our performers, which encompasses images, likenesses, names and other identifying indicia of these characters. 
We also own a large number of Internet website domain names and operate a network of developed, content-based sites, 
which facilitate and contribute to the exploitation of our intellectual property worldwide. 


We vigorously seek to enforce our intellectual property rights by, among other things, searching the Internet to ascertain 
unauthorized use of our intellectual property, seizing at our live events goods that feature unauthorized use of our intellectual 
property and seeking restraining orders and/or damages in court against individuals or entities infringing our intellectual 
property rights. Our failure to curtail piracy, infringement or other unauthorized use of our intellectual property rights 
effectively, or our infringement of others’ intellectual property rights, could adversely affect our operating results. 


Employees 


The following chart reflects worldwide head count as of June 2004, 2003 and 2002. The headcount excludes employees 
of our discontinued operations, The World and the XFL, and our talent who are independent contractors. 














Worldwide Headcount 
250-4 
212 202 208 
200 - 
166 
148 

VOU: = 
100 - 

62 62 
50; 
O _| 

2002 2003 2004 





[9 Responsible for the management, marketing and administrative functions. 
Ii Responsible for the organization and production of live events and television programming. 


L] Responsible for the licensing, merchandise and consumer product sales. 


2002 Total = 435; 2003 Total= 412; 2004 Total = 436 











Our in-house production staff is supplemented with contract personnel for our television production. We believe that our 
relationships with our employees are generally satisfactory. None of our employees are represented by a union. 


1] 


Regulation 
Live Events 


In various states in the United States and some foreign jurisdictions, athletic commissions and other applicable 
regulatory agencies require us to obtain licenses for promoters, medical clearances and/or other permits or licenses for 
performers and/or permits for events in order for us to promote and conduct our live events. In the event that we fail to 
comply with the regulations of a particular jurisdiction, we may be prohibited from promoting and conducting our live events 
in that jurisdiction. The inability to present our live events over an extended period of time or in a number of jurisdictions 
could lead to a decline in the various revenue streams generated from our live events, which could adversely affect our 
operating results. 


Television Programming 


The production and distribution of television programming by independent producers is not directly regulated by the 
federal or state governments, but the marketplace for television programming in the United States is substantially affected by 
government regulations applicable to, as well as social and political influences on, television stations, television networks and 
cable and satellite television systems and channels. We voluntarily designate the suitability of each of our television shows 
using standard industry ratings, such as PG (L,V) or TV 14. 


Discontinued Operations 


In February 2003, we closed the restaurant operations and in April 2003, we closed the retail store of our entertainment 
complex in New York City, The World. As a result, we recorded an after-tax charge of approximately $8.9 million in our 
fourth quarter ended April 30, 2003. The lease for The World property expires on October 31, 2017 and the aggregate rental 
payments through the end of the term are approximately $43.8 million. Included in fiscal 2004 loss from discontinued 
operations was $1.7 million related to the rental payments and maintenance costs for the facility. We are actively seeking a 
tenant to assume this lease or enter into a sub-lease agreement. 


The World generated net revenue of $8.1 million and $14.1 million in fiscal 2003 and 2002, respectively, and incurred 
operating losses of $43.1 million and $7.9 million in fiscal 2003 and 2002, respectively. 


Available Information 


Copies of our Annual Report on Form 10-K, Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q, current reports on Form 8-K, and any 
amendments to those reports, are available free of charge on our website at http://corporate.wwe.com/invest/index.html as 
soon as reasonably practicable after such reports are filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission. In addition, our 
Corporate Governance Guidelines, Code of Business Conduct and charters of our Audit Committee and Compensation 
Committee are also available on our website. A copy of any of these documents will be mailed to any stockholder upon 
request to us at World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc., 1241 East Main Street, Stamford, CT 06902, Attn: Investor Relations 
Department. 
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Item 2. Properties 


We have executive offices, television and music recording studios, post-production operations and warehouses at 
locations in or near Stamford, Connecticut, and have offices in New York, London, Toronto and Los Angeles. We own the 
buildings in which our executive and administrative offices, our television and music recording studios and our post- 
production operations are located. We lease space for our sales offices, WWE Films office, and our warehouse facilities. 


Our principal properties consist of the following: 


Square Expiration Date 
Facility Location Feet Owned/Leased of Lease 

Executive offices Stamford, CT 114,300 Owned — 
Production studio Stamford, CT 39,000(1) Owned — 
Ring/Photo studio Stamford, CT 5,600 Leased May 11, 2006 
Sales office New York, NY 10,075 Leased July 15, 2008 
Sales office Toronto, Canada 7,069 Leased February 28, 2006 
Sales office London, England 2.215 Leased May 31, 2006 
Executive office Los Angeles, CA 2,100 Leased July 15, 2007 
Warehouse Trumbull, CT 30,000 Leased August 9, 2004 (2) 


(1) Excludes 4,000 square feet of temporary space and 138,000 square feet of parking space adjacent to the production 
facilities. 


(2) The Company plans to move this operation to a different facility at the end of the lease. This facility and a portion of 
our executive offices are used in connection with our branded merchandise segment; all other properties are used in 
connection with our live and televised entertainment segment. 

In addition, we own a daycare facility in Stamford, Connecticut on property adjacent to our production facilities, which 
originally offered child care services only to our employees, but is now also open to the public. The licensing and operation 
of this facility is managed by a third-party contractor. We have the responsibility to obtain the required licenses and to 
ensure that the facility meets health, safety, fire and building codes. 

We are currently in the process of seeking a subtenant or assignee for our 46,500 square foot rental space in New York 
City, which was used for our entertainment complex, The World. The lease expires in October 2017, and aggregate rental 
payments through the end of the term are approximately $43.8 million. 

Item 3. Legal Proceedings 

See Note 10 to Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements, which is incorporated herein by reference. 


Item 4. Submission of matters to a vote of Security Holders 


None. 
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PART I 


Item 5. Market for Registrant’s Common Equity, Related Stockholder Matters and Issuer Purchases of Equity Securities 
Price Range of Class A Common Stock 


Our Class A common stock trades on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol “WWE.” 


The following table sets forth the high and the low sale prices for the shares of Class A common stock as reported by the 
New York Stock Exchange for the periods indicated. 


Class A common stock 








High Low 
Fiscal 2004 
| sci Ve ye) eee en en on ee nC En Oe Bee Done CITE ey OTe) ee mer eT tee a) Ee IF Me PenT ar oR nee ren Ean $ 11.07 $ 8.85 
Sferere) (6 O10 i 5c eee ane ere ed st OE DRS ee er Or EE Te) note UE wTEY ane AE MRO RIIE eo Prin ew OPE CPT oF Ome EOET zy on fr mT a $ 11.00 $ 9.10 
T Gitte QUA ben srt eae ah dakar Ok a ala inn ial healed AA nite tach atin i aladtala Ah ma cunt add nua ens sane bites ae $ 14.15 $ 10.55 
[E610 im e1e ©: Fe 1g (cx ceeeeenen aa nT re erRITE ed neat NE net ne PORTE SO oe PED ae EE TOP NCO ORR TTT RISD TEST tel POET RSET ar $ 15.44 $ 12.35 
Class A common stock 
High Low 
Fiscal 2003 
POA hs peed ssa signa tcc ea ase sasctediand nk Gomer eee dae pao cde eaten ng ee ane a $ 15.30 $ 8.49 
ro161616] 06 6h © 0 (21 9] Gane Ee etn tem Pee Ea pe PC ne eee ny eT Or ena ee eee SE $ 10.40 $ 6.76 
Mie COA Ssh assis tps ian oceania sass cast ass aict nes aa select iat Boa tana coea oe Batic eana eee ieee Aen ee $ 9.02 $ 7.53 
|B) b 1g 400d © Fe 1g (eae nme teeta ne tne nt ene Pt a Ot Pn tore oe ee $ 9.20 $ 7.43 








There were 11,078 holders of record of Class A common stock and three holders of record of Class B common stock on 
July 7, 2004. 


We have declared and paid quarterly cash dividends on both the Class A common stock and Class B common stock in 
each fiscal quarter since June 2003. The Class A common stock and Class B common stock are entitled to equal per share 
dividends. On July 8, 2004 we paid to shareholders of record on June 28, 2004 a quarterly dividend in the amount of $0.06 
per share. Before that, our quarterly dividends were $0.04 per share. 


Equity Compensation Plan Information 


The following table sets forth certain information with respect to securities authorized for issuance under equity 
compensation plans as of April 30, 2004. 


Number of securities Number of securities remaining 
to be issued upon Weighted-average available for future issuance 
exercise of outstanding exercise price of under equity compensation 
options, warrants outstanding options, plans (excluding securities 
Plan Category and rights warrants and rights reflected in column (a)) 
(a) (b) (c) 
Equity compensation plans approved by 
security holders: 
SOCK OPTIONS aes eietiensidadaunessediansacdramecaniiisats 2,955,625 $ 12.47 6,036,777 
Restricted stock Units .........cceee ec ceeecceeeeeceeeee 770,848 N/A Same as above 
Equity compensation plans not approved by 
SECULILY NOIDGTS ysclecanivesevtues sedeventteereeeees None N/A None 
MOM alte scatice a a daed testes ain decaemeedk et demadaate 3,726,473 $ 12.47 6,036,777 


14 


Item 6. Selected Financial Data 


The following table sets forth our selected financial data for each of the five fiscal years in the period ended April 30, 
2004. The selected financial data as of April 30, 2004 and 2003 and for the fiscal years ended April 30, 2004, 2003 and 2002 
have been derived from the audited consolidated financial statements included elsewhere in this Annual Report. The selected 
historical consolidated financial data as of April 30, 2002, 2001 and 2000 and for the fiscal years ended April 30, 2001 and 
2000 have been derived from our audited consolidated financial statements, which are not included in this Annual Report. 
You should read the selected financial data in conjunction with our consolidated financial statements and related notes and 
the information set forth under “Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations” 
contained elsewhere in this Annual Report. 


Year Ended April 30 
(dollars in millions, except per share data) 
2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 
Financial Highlights: 
IN CUT CY UGS xa Pesctnie racine an uacaalaa maa ceatancatt 374.9 $ 3743 $ 4096 $ 438.1 $ 377.9 
OPETAlNS MAC OMS as ceisaditanchatink sestisdeaecedesinadteaein oveiilaien’ 73.6 $ 266 $ 447 $ 872 $ 84.7 
Income from continuing operations ............cccceeeeeeeeeees 496 $ 161 $ 37.7 $ 63.5 $ 59.6 
Net income (OSS) Cl) ssaiaciccscidsiicinscicriaddesdie eddsaiaants 48.2 $ (19.5) $ 389 $ 149 $§ 58.9 
Earnings per share from continuing operations, diluted... 0.72 $ 0.22 $ O51 $ O88 $ 0.95 
Earnings (loss) per share, diluted ............cccccccceesseeeeeeeees 0.70 $ (0.28) $ 053 $ 0.21 $ 0.94 
Dividends paid per share (2) .........cccccccccccccccceceeceeeeeeeeeeeees 0.16 — — — — 
Cash and short-term investments .............cccccccceeseeeeeeees $ 273.3 $ 271.1 $ 293.8 $ 239.1 $ 209.0 
WSOLAISAS SOUS coesasseuatee Oe MiStidattasa oe hatsantiaula als dateweene yeas $ 454.3 $ 432.22 $ 4910 $ 464.1 $ 337.0 
TOA Ge Desi ers ctitinie Sad. olden ana hostess tatnstadelaatem eects $ 8.7 § 99 § 99 $ 105 $ 11.4 
Total stockholders’ equity ...........ccccccccccessscsessecessseeesseeees $ 353.1 $ 3374 $ 385.1 $ 346.8 $ 258.5 

















(1) Included in our net income (loss) was the operating results of our discontinued operations, The World and the XFL, and 
their respective estimated shutdown costs, which totaled $(1.4), $(35.6), $(0.3), $(48.5) and $(0.7) during fiscal 2004, 
2003, 2002, 2001 and 2000, respectively. 

(2) Excludes the $0.06 per share dividend paid to stockholders of record as of June 28, 2004. 


Item 7. Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations 


You should read the following discussion in conjunction with the audited consolidated financial statements and related 
notes included elsewhere in this Form 10-K. 


Background 

We are an integrated media and entertainment company principally engaged in the development, production and 
marketing of television programming and live events and the licensing and sale of branded consumer products featuring our 
highly successful brands. 

Our operations are organized around two principal activities: 

° Live and televised entertainment, which consists of live event and television programming. Revenues consist 
principally of ticket sales to live events, sale of television advertising and sponsorships, television rights fees and 
pay-per-view buys. 

° Branded merchandise, which consists of licensing and direct sale of merchandise. Revenues consist principally of 


sale of merchandise at live events (such as T-shirts and caps), magazines and home videos, and royalties from 
products sold by licensees (such as video games, toys and books). 


15 


Fiscal Year Ended April 30, 2004 compared to Fiscal Year Ended April 30, 2003 (dollars in millions) 


Net Revenues 


Operating Income: 


Live and televised entertainMent................cc.ccceccecececceccecceceeceeeess 
Branded merchandise .................c.ccccscaccocceccecceccececceccsccscscascscecees 
B00] 8) 1 nme en DEE OTe oe pene ne eee or nee one 


T Otalsoperauine INC Ome. ciccencectest eae ke ee eae 


Income from continuing OperatiONS...............cccceseeeeseseeesseesseeeeeeees 


In fiscal 2004, net revenues increased slightly reflecting higher pay-per-view revenue, which benefited from the success of 
WrestleMania XX and strong performance of new home video releases, offset by a decline in average attendance at our live 
events, which impacts both live events and our branded merchandise revenues. Revenue from sources outside of North 


America represented 17% of total net revenue in 2004 as compared to 14% in 2003. 


Operating income increased substantially due to the cost reduction initiatives taken in fiscal 2003 that impact both business 
segments as well as selling, general and administrative expenses. Income from continuing operations primarily reflects the 
impact of items noted above and improved returns on short term investments. 


Additional details regarding these summary results follow below. 


$ 49.6 
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$88.3 
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The following chart provides revenues and key drivers for our live and televised segment: 


Live and Televised Revenues 


IRV ELACS AU CIA CS i ssist sts eh hae lsaustsee an heuicsaantoan ice eeu weneceuan tees 
Average ticket price (dollars): 8, sccscccugeescavatensans ehcdite acta nents 
PA VIC Wy aie egret ctsentieota tien een eee ree eae ena! 
Number of buys from domestic pay-per-view events................ 
Domestic retail price, excluding WrestleMania (dollars)......... 
POA VGTUSIING 2345 iaaiite tetas anti t eter theta aa tecun ince cmre tte cte cent feet antdetes 
Average weekly household ratings for RAW............ccccccccccccees 
Average weekly household ratings for SmackDown ............... 


SPONSOFSHIP TEVENUES J.2ccchdlscciciad tanostandeselacetectedacadaciatstecestdedds 


Television rights fees: 


NOUS SURO Aasieetececsicdeted asides entice. cdeamrideted aninactbbedeidearaecteapidelees 


Live events revenue decreased due to lower attendance at our events offset in part by an increase in the average price of 
tickets sold. Pay-per-view revenues increased approximately 5% due to the success of our premier event, WrestleMania XX, 
which was held in March 2004. WrestleMania XX achieved approximately 885,000 buys as compared to approximately 


560,000 buys for WrestleMania XIX in fiscal 2003. 


Advertising revenues decreased due to a modification of our television distribution agreement with UPN. Since October 
2003, UPN has been selling all advertising inventory for our SmackDown! broadcasts and paying us a rights fee. This 
arrangement accounts for a decrease of approximately $17.8 million in advertising revenue. This decrease was partially offset 
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by the airing of make-good spots which reduced our allowance for underdelivery by approximately $5.7 million. The 
increase in the domestic rights fees for the current year is derived from rights fee paid to us under our modified arrangement 
with UPN as discussed above. 


The following chart provides revenues and key drivers for our branded merchandise segment: 








better 
Branded Merchandise Revenues 2004 2003 (worse) 
WT CCWS I Orestes eeitn curiae enctaata tennis ceuaanena nme ean emaeiee ear ane: $ 21.8 § 21.8 — 
IMIG THC DATIISG sii escciia lenses aden aca ewsnda et vine sah ane mone ea $ 18.6 § 22.4 (17)% 
Domestic per capita spending (dollars) ...........ccccceeeeeeseeeeeees $ 8.96 § 8.95 — 
PPOs IN setae seine ate eae cener aoa aacee aces eae ees $ 10.7. §$ 15.2 (30)% 
INGE UINIGS SOI Gs ssees tenetnec es, Geletectated lean tence wince rare ateseens 4,312,200 6,427,500 (33)% 
| ekonomi 6 (210 meek ene mmeeer ny nn Ua aaa nD ene er nr ert Sede ween ay IPE eee a renvOE ea $ 21.4 § 13.8 55% 
Net units sold: 
| AY  Pemerree tae em Rene Tete trae Rar nctae sen Reet INT CER ED Sr Ener ee: 1,520,200 916,200 66% 
ad (is Ree ek eae PE eA Rn ee grI eR ORCO ETE On Pa TE TOP ean? 283,600 466,800 (39)% 
Winer (Ad VI 01s Noo: his tuelcanisaactonasamieniee Ge thadniaig data aeawionkinteius $ 5.6 § 4.9 14% 


The decrease in merchandise revenue is primarily due to a $3.5 million decrease in the merchandise sold in arenas at our live 
events. This decrease reflects lower attendance at these events and a change that occurred in fiscal 2004 from the direct sale 
of merchandise to a licensing arrangement for merchandise sold at our Canadian and international events. 


Publishing revenues declined due to reductions in both newsstand copies and subscription copies sold for our two monthly 
magazines. Additionally, we produced two fewer special editions in fiscal 2004 as compared to the prior year. 


The increase of approximately 0.6 million units of DVD sales, which carry a higher price point, drove the increase in home 
video revenues for the current year. Several successful titles released in the current year included The Ultimate Ric Flair 
Collection, which chronicles over three decades of Ric Flair’s illustrious career, The Monday Night War, an account of the 
rivalry between WWE and WCW in the late 1990’s and WrestleMania XX. These three titles sold a total of approximately 
335,000 units in fiscal 2004. In addition, we gained distribution in one large retailer in 2004, thereby increasing sales. 


better 
Cost of Revenues 2004 2003 (worse) 
WIV An GELS VISCO rss2 tics te ciated ie ted datiada so cieeadacetat ied esc tata uote $170.9 $ 190.6 10% 
Branded Merchandise) si coidasccaclidaseisaatnosteraen dauatouiatutinemasitneesanlddaccoes 36.2 46.7 22% 
By 0) 6:1 [Pec eeteet tere Bm ae ers Tne ORE WO Ree eT pn See EE $207.1 $237.3 13% 
Profit contribution Margin ................cccceeeesseesseessesseeeeeeessessteeaas 45% 37% 
better 
Cost of Revenues-Live and Televised 2004 2003 (worse) 
TS BY 1S V CIN S coaster anes saicaeoecan ses mene $ 51.9 $ 56.1 7% 
PAVED VIC W scocerencarnteeectner ci een ees 36.0 36.7 2% 
VNC Li 8 6c) 01 2 eee era ee ee eee 22.5 35.2 36% 
PCIEVISION 2445 eeehieiaaneiteutacmaaeeme eae ae toaee aaa 50.6 50.2 (1)% 
COUIICE aed iteeaaeet ensues ccnacseoanawasarsan conan idanoeee sano eude man enaeatuieaara sams 9.9 12.4 20% 
TOCA aspcsst tcl cscuatanthatieais tuadeustam cca iaatanteos tall Susldoct aha say adenseanl tadeetes $170.9 $ 190.6 10% 
Profit, CoOntMbUtiOn: Mare 5.255.520 iiaichiki el nei adaeeel eaeeneeans 42% 35% 
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The decrease in advertising cost of revenues results primarily from the modification of our UPN distribution agreement. The 
impact of this change 1s a reduction in advertising revenues which was offset by an increase in television rights fees and the 
elimination of the participation costs to UPN. Although there should be no material effect on our net income relative to this 
change in terms, it should result in a favorable impact to our profit margins in future periods. 


better 
Cost of Revenues-Branded Merchandise 2004 2003 (worse) 
WA SWIG I Oecttrtsaeccat us Sercadae carauhdae aaasateatytaeatana ua ainnoienttoae creas: $ (2.2) $ 6.7 133% 
IVE CANIS Co cceecaes ccraced auc ar cae tuna east eatnmew acadnceeea tt antennas 17.6 20.4 14% 
|G] 6) FF 00 0k Sagameeee mene ir eceree gern Teer cet rte ee eae EE ee 7.3 9.4 22% 
FOIE VIGCO saa eared cee at ie 9.5 6.5 (46)% 
reiterated deceit ected cree aeterdt cesta eee 3.2 3.3 3% 
Giin(cs eee rere eam rE ar onanT ENTE neon re Pre Cen Pare ame LN UTI re 0.8 0.4 (100)% 
MOV AN cee scacesiawdee deere clita udsstes toate ierdloutvecieat alasslenunealdurneedcuadeests $ 36.2 $ 46.7 22% 


Net negative licensing costs in fiscal 2004 is due to the reversal of $7.9 million of previously accrued licensing agent 
commissions. These costs had been accrued over the period from fiscal 2001 through fiscal 2004 and have been reversed 
because payment is no longer considered probable as a result of favorable litigation developments. Excluding this reversal, 
licensing cost of revenues decreased by approximately $0.9 million primarily due to lower costs associated with our music 
business and a greater mix of non-royalty bearing revenue in the current fiscal year. 


During fiscal 2004 we recorded a pre-tax charge of $2.9 million in merchandise cost of revenues for the impairment of 
certain long-lived assets of our e-commerce business. These assets were primarily composed of capitalized software 
development costs incurred during the set up of the e-commerce section of our website. 


Merchandise and publishing costs of revenues decreased in conjunction with fewer units sold for both businesses. In addition, 
merchandise cost of revenues decreased due to the change from the direct sale of merchandise to a licensing arrangement for 


merchandise sold at our Canadian and international events. 


Home video costs increased in correlation with the increase in units sold for the year, particularly distribution and duplication 
related fees. 


The following chart reflects the amounts and percent change of certain significant overhead items: 


better 
Selling, General & Administrative Expenses 2004 2003 (worse) 
Dalat ale... madasctesacantsceranetacouaaadecdnausdtaananccnenatee tae toatanteacneassnatat $46.2 $36.6 (26)% 
Legal, accounting and other professional............ccccccccccscssecceceeeeeeeeeees 15.3 24.5 38% 
Settlement of litigation, net... ceceeeeeesseesesssessseseesseeeeeseeeaas (5.9) 2.8 311% 
Advertising and promotion ..........ccccccccccccsecccccceceeecccceceeceeeeseseeeseeeeeeees 6.8 8.6 21% 
TAG CDG ssrestinc ser cies anc aueacamtenns aman icai oman seem: (2.3) 3.8 161% 
FAN) Geol ac) aetna acts eater ee crenata ner eeet oe renner recece reece creer ce eee eer ee 18.1 23.0 21% 
MOCAISS GSC Pr connsanatirnsbsuitousstaenttirausnsaunasduesudc cusmiinaeaauan: ceetdnalensbaacouuesons $78.2 $99.3 21% 


SG&A as a percentage of net reVeNueS................cccceeeeeseeeeeseeseseeeeeeees 21% 27% 


The increase in staff related costs is primarily attributable to approximately $7.4 million of payments under the Company’s 
management incentive programs, made as a result of our improved financial results. Legal expenses incurred in fiscal 2004 
declined by approximately $5.5 million in the current year in conjunction with lower litigation activity in 2004. In fiscal 
2004, we received a favorable settlement of approximately $5.9 million. Included in settlement of litigation in fiscal 2003 
was a $3.8 million settlement of a legal dispute partially offset by $1.0 million of other net favorable settlements. 
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The $2.3 million negative amount of bad debt expense in fiscal 2004 is due to a payment received from a pay-per-view 
service provider that had been fully reserved in the prior year. 





Stock Compensation Costs 2004 2003 
(PUGH EXC ANS OTC 0 25556: scinscssoraescedawtnuel aatses oadascaseisaseeh tossed oa ea $2.0 — 
Other erants-of restricted: StOCk UMItS aio oscc stones alos sistereniad co ctics dad esc ae eseieods ces $1.7 — 
Totalstock-Compensation COSts;1152tsuwemiaiierieneigiadienaenierie mia seneemen $3.7 — 


Stock compensation expense relates to our restricted stock programs. These programs were initiated in fiscal 2004. During 
2004, we completed an exchange offer that gave all active employees and independent contractors who held stock options 
with a grant price of $17.00 or higher the ability to exchange their options, at a 6 to 1 ratio, for restricted stock units, or, for 
holders with fewer than 25,000 options, for cash at 75% of the average price of $13.28 per share, during the offering period. 

Overall, 4.2 million options were eligible for the offer, of which 4.1 million were exchanged for either cash or restricted stock 
units. In exchange for the options tendered, we granted an aggregate of 591,416 restricted stock units and made cash 
payments in the aggregate amount of approximately $0.9 million, which will result in a total compensation charge of 
approximately $6.7 million, of which the cash payment of $0.8 million to employees was recorded in our third fiscal quarter 
ended January 23, 2004, and the portion related to the grant of the restricted stock units to employees will be recorded over 
the units’ 24 month vesting period. As a result, $2.0 million of the compensation charge related to the option exchange 
program was recorded in fiscal 2004 and the remaining will be recorded as follows: approximately $3.6 million in fiscal 2005 
and approximately $1.1 million in fiscal 2006. 


Also in 2004, we granted 178,000 restricted stock units at $9.60 per share. Such issuances were granted to officers and 
employees under our 1999 Long-Term Incentive Plan (the “Plan’). Although originally scheduled to amortize over the seven 
year vesting period, a provision of the grants stipulated if EBITDA of $65.0 million was achieved in any fiscal year during 
the vesting period, the unvested restricted stock units would immediately vest and, accordingly, the unamortized balance at 
that date would be expensed. Because our EBITDA exceeded $65.0 million in fiscal 2004, we recorded a $1.7 million charge 
in the fourth quarter for the immediate vesting of the remaining restricted stock units. EBITDA 1s a measure of our operating 
performance, and is defined in the Plan as earnings from continuing operations before interest, taxes, depreciation, and 
amortization. 


better 
2004 2003 (worse) 
Depreciation atid amortiZatiOn s5issc\Sesdusvensasdeveewdneddandannesbavlecoaasieajavavioudvaensessovtes $12.3 $11.0 (12)% 


The increase is primarily attributable to the amortization of the acquired film libraries and the depreciation of the corporate 
jet. In January 2004, we paid $20.1 million to pay off a lease on our corporate aircraft. The purchase price of the aircraft, net 
of a $9.5 million estimated residual value, is being depreciated on a straight-line basis over a 10 year period. As a result of 
this purchase, annual depreciation expense will increase by $1.1 million. We believe this transaction will result in lower net 
financing costs. 


better 
2004 2003 (worse) 
| Gah ey excel (02) | 1 eee ne ae eee eee $ 5.9 $ 2.0 195% 


The increase in interest income is a result of the switch of our liquid assets from primarily cash to other forms of short term 
investments in the current year. 


better 
2004 2003 (worse) 


| ESL a) ets Rt op. ¢ 616) 0c, =) ae nc eT a OP eT a $0.8 $0.8 — 
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better 


2004 2003 (worse) 
OMSP INCOME (TOSS). NEE wie viesGu cast riaieicauarcme eam aterm laa $1.3 $ (0.9) 244% 


During fiscal 2003, we recorded a $0.6 million write down of investments deemed other-than-temporarily impaired. 


Provision for Income Taxes 2004 2003 
PROVISION ccaseccivasventueneaatuslentrcretndaedentuanaaitualenteanecsent destatdnloaanseistadanienens $30.4 $10.8 
FELCCELY © LAX TALC oe re ieee tc cereale Dart iinet a is ere eueniues Menta Aieatts aie cit ia see 38% 40% 


The decrease in the effective tax rate was primarily due to the absence of capital losses in fiscal 2004 for which no tax benefit 
can be recorded. 


Discontinued Operations — XFL. Income from discontinued operations was $0.3 million for fiscal year 2004 with no income 
or loss recorded in fiscal year 2003. The results from fiscal 2004 reflected our final settlement of substantially all remaining 
liabilities at less than the originally projected amount. 


Discontinued Operations - The World. During fiscal 2003, as a result of continued losses, we closed the restaurant and retail 
operations of The World. As a result, we recorded a charge of approximately $12.1 million ($8.9 million, net of income 
taxes), the majority of which represented the present value of our obligations under the facility’s lease, less estimated sub- 
lease rental income over the lease term. As of April 30, 2004, we had a remaining accrual balance of approximately $9.3 
million relating to the shutdown. The $9.3 million accrual included accrued rent and other related costs which assumed no 
sub-rental income for fiscal 2004 and assumed 75% sub-rental income through the end of the lease term, which is October 
31, 2017. 


Loss from discontinued operations of The World was $1.7 million, net of income taxes, for the fiscal year ended April 30, 
2004 as compared to a loss from discontinued operations of $35.6 million, net of income taxes, for the fiscal year ended April 
30, 2003. Included in fiscal 2003 was an impairment charge of $32.9 million ($20.4 million, net of income taxes) as a result 
of impairment tests conducted on goodwill and other long-lived assets related to The World, as well as the $12.1 million 
($8.9 million, net of income taxes) shutdown accrual discussed above. 


Fiscal Year Ended April 30, 2003 compared to Fiscal Year Ended April 30, 2002 (dollars in millions) 


better 
Net Revenues 2003 2002 (worse) 
biverand televise dado cicineeieieit eieeeiadw ena a aden $295.4 $ 323.5 (9)% 
Branded Merchandise) ch caitoccislioretstasatecsesyveuelt esti ansa dul mmrtasttegistantdcicesncdgueieds 78.9 86.1 (8)% 
dys) | Deraenmeciren nant ee Mtn nee ySrna Ore ee Nr enw rr ater erin ree nr Freeman ne tre renner eer $ 374.3 $409.6 (9)% 
better 
Operating Income: 2003 2002 (worse) 
Live and televised entertainment .............ccccccccccccessecceessseceessseeeeesseeeens $ 88.3 $113.9 (22)% 
Brand CC Anere Manis Ce ssccs2. ain wiaaniecensenlenstacntcesdaatenatanscabesenstemenye tute 23.3 20.8 (12)% 
CORPO AIC es sriset ase tee ects emehen sect etna eine ee aie eerie (85.0) (90.0) (6)% 
Total Operatiine 1 COME scecasotsscicsanacastiarasesusswtedetlsaquevanntonowuevsnensnseeise $ 26.6 $ 44.7 (41)% 
better 
2003 2002 (worse) 
Income from continuing Operations ..........ccccccccececessccesscessseesecsssecsseceseeens $16.1 $37.7 (57)% 
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In fiscal 2003 net revenues declined in both segments principally reflecting lower average attendance at live events, fewer 
pay-per-view buys and a decline in television ratings. Revenue from sources outside of North America represented 14% of 
total net revenue in 2003 compared to 10% in 2002. 


Operating income declined primarily due to the lower revenue partly offset by savings due to lower costs that are variable 
compared to revenue. Income from continuing operations primarily reflects the items noted above and lower returns on short 
term investments. 


Additional details regarding these summary results follow below. 


The following chart provides revenues and key drivers for our live and televised segment: 


better 
Live and Televised Revenues 2003 2002 (worse) 
|B ohn fo 01 eee ee ev ed OR PETE te DE PD PR CTE DR ene ONE ETPR T $ 72.2 $ 74.1 (3)% 
INUMADEE-Ol CV CIES sunanw.toctcicensanehaiendiataatours ioreeteeannaneei aeaaiaueae: S27 237 38% 
PV CLACS ALLEN ADC 8 ars chad soos cash errand es esl ioeen eee area | 8,562 (35)% 
Average ticket price (dollars) ........0ccccccccsceesccessseeesseeesseeees $ 38.82 $ 35.69 9% 
| Bes W 6c) Genk (oe ae eT eR eRe NTN OMRINE REA RR Hae Ae $ 91.1 $ 112.0 (19)% 
Number of buys from domestic pay-per-view events........... 5,378,100 7,135,464 (25)% 
Domestic retail price, excluding WrestleMania (dollars) .............. $ 34.95 $ 29.95 17% 
SANG (=) G0 1:0 01° creer ee eae EO eR ene Ea $ 72.9 $ 83.6 (13)% 
Average weekly household ratings for RAW ...............cccccces 3.7 4.6 (20)% 
Average weekly household ratings for SmackDown ........... 3.4 4.0 (15)% 
SPOMSOFSHIP TEVENUCS cr aticicssendausstestuusarwraardnnrsiienninGladwadvavere $ 8.7 $ 13.2 (34)% 
Television rights fees: 
TOMAS SUC assets died sop shaati oteades Serandati eases me acsattsansenanaielanoonaaaes $ 38.8 $ 35.0 11% 
TINCT OTN Loach carn stsranisesseincos htereresiCaetsch setinsdrenedeecati conic sdaseineh satis $ 19.7 $ 18.3 8% 








Of the $3.8 million increase in domestic television rights fees revenues, $1.6 million was due to an executive producer fee 
received related to a feature film and approximately $1.1 million was due to the production of two additional television 


specials in the period. 


The following chart provides revenues and key drivers for our branded merchandise segment: 


Branded Merchandise Revenues 


TCC ISI oats hc cae eiac cheeses aettescae tata asadteoeiovaneaseoeteaietaspoteee, 

IVECTC IN ANICISG 2 6c ecco satiety vscos Seiteceeteu stu skoetbees wethicesnSeieacwoeetesnomeers 
Domestic per capita spending (dollars) ................ cesses 

|Ea.b 16) Gl) oii Saameeea tee te eines enn torte ie ele none meres NT eer me Sew Ren ane eee 
ING PIES SOL is i chlosesnaastetuacalnenspaeMeaarettveasstaedeise exes eeeenet 

FLO UIC? VGC Op. isis vs cas pettus atte anaitteatanaintnasatiea cio wii easesileaRieetaseatieas: 
Net units sold: 


The decrease in licensing revenues was due to a decrease of $3.3 million in toy royalties and $0.7 million in apparel royalties 


offset partially by a $1.6 million increase in video game royalties. 
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916,200 
466,800 
$ 4.9 


2002 


$ 24.4 
$ 26.2 
$ 8.48 
$ ©6163 
6,867,700 
$ 13.6 





625,900 
1,041,200 
$ 44 


better 

(worse) 
(11)% 
(15)% 

6% 
(7)% 
(6)% 

1% 


46% 
(55)% 
11% 


Of the $3.8 million decrease in merchandise revenues, $2.9 million was due to a reduction in our website and catalog sales. 
In addition, $0.8 million was due to a decrease in sales at our live events resulting primarily from lower attendance as 


compared to the prior year. 


better 
Cost of Revenues 2003 2002 (worse) 
PAVE ELEC VISE Orie sae vc hicbarsdncesetoaen melacsauiacoamiun oxen eacameeeeis: $190.6 $194.2 2% 
Branded merchandise rs:25sssicn ececictearevigteoet cunaranee anaavesnauasesatneranannsadoe 46.7 56.9 18% 
TOCA css tsccpensaieinsaucteaseladorsndigirieniasdiehseunohincouiachusicesa Sauce auldanetearduases $237.3 $251.1 6% 
ProMmPCOnLIDUMON MiARCIM chs fecdccecenvearenpinciechatudandiuousstuadeugtered 37% 39% 
better 
Cost of Revenues-Live and Televised 2003 2002 (worse) 
NAVE EVE NS sec btcntriescsdasnathacernicescsaeneld atisieacia siden wnatshdunad nd oatanenidowen $ 56.1 $ 52.2 (7)% 
AVA CRO VICW sen oases estes ese cea ates eae een eee eeedetiee 36.7 42.5 14% 
DC IVC HS] 10 Sg Re OO Cd Oe ee 35:2 36.9 5% 
TClGV ISOM 5 Sateen gates cane ee ee 50.2 49.6 (1)% 
OUNCE ries aaa rtos naan sect tenseodas ash ans tulgutasctncainicn coulaumnsnaunaauten ai asctalcusedte: 12.4 13.0 5% 
POCA lasiaicisaemie vera amiaa ne ia soriadiatene ty eet aaereananty: $190.6 $194.2 2% 
Profit contribution Margin ...............ccccceeseessssseesseeeseeeeeessssssssseeaaas 35% 40% 


The decrease in the profit contribution margin was due primarily to the $3.5 million impact of the William Morris Agency, 
Inc. settlement, which was included in advertising cost of revenues. Excluding the impact of this charge, the profit 


contribution margin for fiscal 2003 was approximately 37%. 


better 
Cost of Revenues-Branded Merchandise 2003 2002 (worse) 
DAC SOS MN basa tcssotgasieientcstee cn atiardatentienta ee Mewsettentamcen meadsunnsteatetanatatuncuiedites $ 6.7 $ 9.8 32% 
WIGS ECM AMIS Ga. acdsicinctsctecnadiweesuciset vealadasiucelscstataheOesaseulsesavalabandearcisbeeehedaoatses 20.4 22.6 10% 
Py i eth sds nhc ta bate ace te ees badee dente ta estes 9.4 10.0 6% 
ORNS WACO ac acbssicinctscteatnedneiese wb trea badnsibucelscstatathe Oeaitnegreshtealabatdesncsabeeehedaeatsas 6.5 9.4 31% 
Die tal AN Ca eects escent 3.3 5.0 34% 
MI lec estattess Seca lera eta eatdagt ot desbace cli deta eta baseuaidagt cettusadetiutetan en etecaileg 0.4 0.1 300% 
OA sess cach tact atta acactctaa are acu uaet atta eacaueaaansecan neaeerae necoenteeaseeanaaes $ 46.7 $ 56.9 18% 

Profit Contribution Margin ................cccceseeesesseseeseeseeeeeeesssssssssseaaas 41% 34% 


The increase in the profit contribution margin was due in part to the absence of promotional costs in fiscal 2003 related 
to a motor racing team sponsorship. Such costs totaled approximately $2.4 million in fiscal 2002 and were included in 
licensing cost of revenues. The profit contribution margin increase also was favorably impacted by a decrease of $1.7 
million in digital media costs primarily associated with maintaining our website and by a $0.6 million decrease in home video 
inventory write-offs. 
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The following chart reflects the amounts and percent change of certain significant overhead items: 


better 
Selling, General & Administrative Expenses 2003 2002 (worse) 
Sai elated ors chiniwieaiosievaraencon ee mite onsen om aterm: $ 36.6 $ 37.4 2% 
Legal, accounting and other professional ............ccccccccccscscccccceceeeeeeeeees 18.4 14.6 (26)% 
Settlement-ol MUS AON: iiss Aceh eslas ete ieee Sie oes 8.9 8.9 — 
AY crusilie:- and promouOl .csor. ie ee ee 8.6 9.4 9% 
| 572 (alR (210) rer ree neae SUPE ere ren ner Een attr nT eR STMT erere mm ren? 3.8 1.0 (280)% 
License anid contract termination a... ied — 4.9 100% 
PUTO UCT 2555 caer aoraataiasnescatcomane canny geeaaeadcaneeia areata santas cousiaanee 23.0 27.0 15% 
TP OCANS GOT evade trates atts tusdaatiact wha saadausrantabls tualeagt ost tchasdn sda sunnah tudeess $ 99.3 $103.2 4% 
SG&A as a percentage of net reVenueS................cccceeeseeeeeesesseeeeeeeeeseees 2IY6 25% 


The increase in bad debt expense was related to reserves for delinquent pay-per-view payments from a service provider and 
from a cable system operating under the bankruptcy code. Included in legal and litigation in fiscal 2003 was a $3.8 million 
offer to settle a legal dispute partially offset by $1.0 million of net favorable settlements. License and contract termination 
costs in 2002 arose from the termination of certain WCW license and related agreements assumed in the WCW asset 


acquisition. 


better 

2003 2002 (worse) 

Depreciation and amortization ...........cccccccscccceessecccessseccessseeceesseeeeenseees $11.0 $ 10.6 (4)% 
better 

2003 2002 (worse) 

WiiteRESt ICONS ics casuhccarataavenadindeosohass ean ccaesteas modes aera $ 2.0 $ 10.6 (81)% 


The decrease in interest income is due to lower average interest rates earned on our investments as well as a loss of 
approximately $1.6 million from an investment in mortgage-backed securities. 


better 
2003 2002 (worse) 
TPC S0 KC SG ie oa a hh aces n trsc rch dete tinct dessert seecadotaaciaseceacee: $ 0.8 $ 0.8 — 
2003 2002 
Other ClOSS) MCOME MEE m dsscasseiticatdeneantneitenniaadusacnabeiteianedeucreakadiapendlave: $ (0.9) 52 


During fiscal 2003, we recorded a $0.6 million write down of investments deemed other-than-temporarily impaired. 


During fiscal 2002, we exercised certain warrants and sold the related common stock resulting in a $6.8 million gain. In 
addition, prior to the sale of this common stock, we recorded an increase of $1.4 million from the revaluation of the warrants, 
based upon our valuation using the Black-Scholes model, using the current market assumptions. 


Also in fiscal 2002, we wrote-down $2.9 million related to certain warrants that we previously received from a television 
programming distribution partner. As a result of the continued decline in the market value of this company’s common stock 
coupled with our shortened window to exercise, management determined that this asset was other-than-temporarily impaired. 


Provision for Income Taxes 2003 2002 
|e RON AK 10) 0 RMN Pee eR TR oR ete ae One weet nne een Te eden eee $10.8 $22.0 
PEELO CUI C CAK TALC soaccacadeccaeoteen eotoetina notte crenieestietnas Muaceateeeuekotuaenestate: 40% 37% 
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The increase in the effective tax rate was due to capital losses generated in fiscal 2003 which may not be deductible for tax 
purposes. We have determined that it is more likely than not that these losses will not be fully utilized and, as such, we have 
recorded a valuation allowance against these benefits. 


Discontinued Operations - XFL. Income from discontinued operations of the XFL, net of minority interest and income taxes, 
was $4.6 million for the fiscal year ended April 30, 2002, with no income or loss recorded in fiscal year 2003. The results 
from fiscal 2002 reflected the reversal of shutdown reserves that were no longer required and the recognition of certain tax 
benefits. 


Discontinued Operations - The World. Loss from discontinued operations of The World, net of income taxes, was $35.6 
million for the fiscal year 2003 as compared to $4.9 million for the fiscal year 2002. Included in fiscal 2003 was an 
impairment charge of $32.9 million ($20.4 million, net of taxes) as a result of impairment tests conducted on goodwill and 
other long-lived assets related to The World, as well as a charge of $12.1 million ($8.9 million, net of taxes) related to the 
shutdown accrual. 


Liquidity and Capital Resources 


Cash flows from operating activities for the fiscal years ended April 30, 2004 and 2003 and 2002 were $61.9, $21.1 
million and $53.0 million, respectively. Cash flows provided by operating activities from continuing operations were $65.4 
million in fiscal 2004 as compared to $28.0 million in fiscal 2003 and $71.6 million in fiscal 2002. Working capital, 
consisting of current assets less current liabilities, was $265.6 million as of April 30, 2004 and $275.2 million as of April 30, 
2003. 


Cash flows used in investing activities for the fiscal year ended April 30, 2004 were $111.0 million and cash flows 
provided by investing activities were $49.7 million in fiscal 2003. Cash flows used in investing activities for the fiscal year 
ended April 30, 2002 were $17.8 million. As of June 25, 2004, we had approximately $224.8 million invested primarily in 
fixed income mutual funds and short-term U.S. Treasury notes. Our investment policy is designed to preserve capital and 
minimize interest rate, credit and market risk. Nevertheless, the Company foresees a rising interest rate environment and we 
may incur some capital loss, which we anticipate will be offset by the opportunity to earn higher interest rates on short-term 
securities and mutual funds. 


In fiscal 2004, we had capital expenditures of approximately $5.3 million, excluding the purchase of the corporate jet, 
consisting primarily of digital media equipment for our website, television equipment and conversion of our critical business 
and financial systems. In January 2004, we paid $20.1 million to pay off a lease on our corporate aircraft. The jet was 
originally acquired under an operating lease in 2000. The transaction has been accounted for as a capital acquisition in 2004. 
Capital expenditures for fiscal 2005 are expected to be between $10.0 million and $12.0 million, which include projects 
related to television equipment and building improvements. 


Cash flows used in financing activities for the fiscal year ended April 30, 2004 and 2003 were $30.9 and $28.8 million, 
respectively, and cash flows provided by financing activities was $6.8 million for the fiscal year ended April 30, 2002. 


In June 2003, we repurchased approximately 2.0 million shares of our common stock from Viacom, Inc. for 
approximately $19.2 million, which was a slight discount to the then market value of our common stock. This transaction did 
not affect other aspects of our business relationship with Viacom. We made this repurchase because we believed that it was 
an appropriate use of excess cash and was beneficial to our company and stockholders. 


We have declared and paid quarterly cash dividends of $0.04 per share on both the Class A common stock and Class B 
common stock in each fiscal quarter since June 2003. The Class A common stock and Class B common stock are entitled to 
equal per share dividends. On April 27, 2004, our Board of Directors declared a dividend of $0.06 per share of Class A and 
Class B common stock that was paid on July 8, 2004 to shareholders of record on June 28, 2004. 
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We believe that cash generated from operations and from existing cash and short-term investments will be sufficient to 
meet our cash needs over the next twelve months for working capital, quarterly dividends, capital expenditures and strategic 
investments as well as costs related to the shutdown of The World. 


Contractual Obligations 


In addition to long-term debt, we have entered into various other contracts under which we are required to make 
guaranteed payments, including: 


¢ Television distribution agreement with Viacom affiliate SpikeTV through September 2005 that provides for the 
payment of the greater of a fixed percentage of the revenues from the sale of television advertising time or an annual 
minimum guaranteed amount. 

e Various operating leases. 

¢ Employment contract with Vincent K. McMahon, which runs through October 2006, with annual renewals thereafter 
if not terminated by us or Mr. McMahon, as well as a talent contract with Mr. McMahon that is coterminous with his 


employment contract. 


¢ Employment contract with Linda E. McMahon, which runs through October 2005, with annual renewals thereafter if 
not terminated by us or Mrs. McMahon. 


e Other employment contracts which are generally for one-to three-year terms. 


e Service contracts with certain of our independent contractors, including our talent, which are generally for one-to 
four-year terms. 


Our aggregate minimum payment obligations under these contracts as of April 30, 2004 were as follows: 


Payments due by period 
($ in millions) 


Less than After 

1 year 1-3 years 4-5 years 5 years Total 
WONG Tern Cle Dts: Sth betee testes te teelt tact etateleenatittacniaian: $ 0.7 $ 2.5 $ 2.0 $ 3.5 $ 8.7 
Operate leases a. stickies fobs cyte chintel neue tale csteareaante. 3 2S 0.1 — 3.9 
Television programming agreement.............cccccccccccceeeeeeeees 5.8 2.4 = — 8.2 
Talent, employment agreements and other commitments... Li iy — — 28.9 
Total commitments from continuing operations................. $25.0 $19.1 $ 2.1 $ 3.5 $49.7 
Operating lease — The World (1) ...ccccccccccccccccccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 25) 8.4 6.1 26.6 43.8 
TOA zatsdhtussdensteashackonsaatanteaiaees donlaushateccuntawtanteateatunlenbeasecie $27.7 $27.5 $ 8.2 $30.1 $93.5 


(1) Excludes any potential sub-rental income. We are actively seeking a tenant to assume this lease or enter into a sub-lease 
agreement. 


Seasonality 


Our operating results are not materially affected by seasonal factors; however, because we operate on a fiscal calendar, 
the number of pay-per-view events recorded in a given quarter may vary. In addition, revenues from our licensing and direct 
sale of consumer products, including through our catalogs, magazines and Internet sites, may vary from period to period 
depending on the volume and extent of licensing agreements and marketing and promotion programs entered into during any 
particular period of time, as well as the commercial success of the media exposure of our characters and brand. The timing of 
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these events as well as the continued introduction of new product offerings and revenue generating outlets can and will cause 
fluctuation in quarterly revenues and earnings. 


Inflation 

During the past three fiscal years, inflation has not had a material effect on our business. 
Application of Critical Accounting Policies 
Accounting Policies 


We believe the following are the critical accounting policies used in the preparation of our financial statements, as well as the 
significant judgments and estimates affecting the application of these policies. 


° Revenue Recognition 
Pay-per-view programming: 


Revenues from our pay-per-view programming are recorded when the event is aired and are based upon our initial 
estimate of the number of buys achieved. This initial estimate is based on preliminary buy information received from our 
pay-per-view distributors. Final reconciliation of the pay-per-view buys occurs within one year and any subsequent 
adjustments to the buys are recognized on a cash basis. As of April 30, 2004, our pay-per-view Accounts Receivable was 
$28.3 million. If our initial estimate is incorrect, it can result in significant adjustments to revenues in subsequent years. 


Television advertising: 


Revenues from the sale of television advertising are recorded when the commercial airs within our programming and are 
based upon contractual amounts previously established with our advertisers. These contractual amounts are typically based 
on the advertisement reaching a desired number of viewers. If an ad does not reach the desired number of viewers, we record 
an estimated reserve to reflect rebates or additional ad placements due to advertisers, based on the difference between the 
intended delivery (as contracted) and actual delivery of audiences. As of April 30, 2004, our estimated reserve was $4.4 
million. If our estimated reserves are incorrect, revenues in subsequent periods would be impacted. 


Additionally, through our sponsorship packages, we offer advertisers a full range of our promotional vehicles, including 
television, Internet and print advertising, arena signage, on-air announcements and special appearances by our Superstars. 
We follow the guidance of Emerging Issues Task Force (EITF) Issue 00-21 “Revenue Arrangements with Multiple 
Deliverables,” and assign the total sponsorship revenues to the various elements contained within a sponsorship package 
based on their relative fair value. Our relative fair values for the sponsorship elements are based upon a combination of 
historical prices and current advertising market conditions. Revenue from these packages is recognized as each element is 
delivered. Sponsorship revenues totaled $6.8 million in fiscal 2004. 


Home Video: 


Revenues from the sales of home video titles are recorded when shipped by our distributor to wholesalers/ retailers, net 
of an allowance for estimated returns. The allowance for estimated returns is based on historical information and current 
industry trends. As of April 30, 2004, our home video returns allowance was $2.6 million. If we do not accurately predict 
returns, we may have to adjust revenues in future periods. 


Magazine publishing: 


Publishing newsstand revenues are recorded when shipped by our distributor to wholesalers/retailers, net of an allowance 
for estimated returns. We estimate the allowance for newsstand returns based upon our review of historical return rates and 
the expected performance of our current titles in relation to prior issue return rates. As of April 30, 2004, our newsstand 
returns allowance was $4.5 million. If we do not accurately predict returns, we may have to adjust revenues in future 
periods. 
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° Allowance for Doubtful Accounts 


Our receivables represent a significant portion of our current assets. We are required to estimate the collectibility of our 
receivables and to establish allowances for the amount of receivables that we estimate to be uncollectible. We base these 
allowances on our historical collection experience, the length of time our receivables are outstanding and the financial 
condition of individual customers. Changes in the financial condition of significant customers, either adverse or positive, 
could impact the amount and timing of any additional allowances that may be required. As of April 30, 2004 our allowance 
for doubtful accounts was $2.6 million. 


° Income Taxes 


We account for income taxes in accordance with the provisions of SFAS No. 109, “Accounting for Income Taxes.” As 
such, we recognize the future impact of the difference between the financial statement and tax basis of assets and liabilities. 
As of April 30, 2004, we have $10.9 million of net deferred tax assets on our balance sheet. In addition, as of April 30, 2004, 
we have $13.7 million of deferred tax assets included in assets of discontinued operations related primarily to the tangible 
and intangible assets of our discontinued operations. We record valuation allowances against deferred tax assets that 
management does not believe the future tax benefits are more likely than not to be realized. 


Recent Accounting Pronouncements 


There are no accounting standards or interpretations that have been issued, but which we have not yet adopted, that we 
believe will have a material impact on our financial statements. 


Cautionary Statement for Purposes of the “Safe Harbor” Provisions of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 
1995 


The Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995 provides a “safe harbor” for certain statements that are forward- 
looking and are not based on historical facts. When used in this Annual Report, the words “may,” “will,” “could,” 
“anticipate,” “plan,” “continue,” “project,” “intend”, “estimate’’, “believe”, “expect” and similar expressions are intended to 
identify forward-looking statements, although not all forward-looking statements contain such words. These statements relate 
to our future plans, objectives, expectations and intentions and are not historical facts and accordingly involve known and 
unknown risks and uncertainties and other factors that may cause the actual results or the performance by us to be materially 
different from future results or performance expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. The following factors, 
among others, could cause actual results to differ materially from those contained in forward-looking statements made 1n this 
Annual Report, in press releases and in oral statements made by our authorized officers: (1) our failure to continue to develop 
creative and entertaining programs and events would likely lead to a decline in the popularity of our brand of entertainment; 
(11) our failure to retain or continue to recruit key performers could lead to a decline in the appeal of our storylines and the 
popularity of our brand of entertainment; (111) the loss of the creative services of Vincent K. McMahon could adversely affect 
our ability to create popular characters and creative storylines; (iv) our failure to maintain or renew key agreements could 
adversely affect our ability to distribute our television and pay-per-view programming; (v) a decline in general economic 
conditions could adversely affect our business; (vi) a decline in the popularity of our brand of sports entertainment, including 
as a result of changes in the social and political climate, could adversely affect our business; (vi1) changes in the regulatory 
atmosphere and related private sector initiatives could adversely affect our business; (viii) the markets in which we operate 
are highly competitive, rapidly changing and increasingly fragmented, and we may not be able to compete effectively, 
especially against competitors with greater financial resources or marketplace presence; (1x) we face uncertainties associated 
with international markets; (x) we may be prohibited from promoting and conducting our live events if we do not comply 
with applicable regulations; (xi) because we depend upon our intellectual property rights, our inability to protect those rights, 
or our infringement of others’ intellectual property rights, could adversely affect our business; (x11) we could incur substantial 
liabilities if pending material litigation is resolved unfavorably; (x11) our insurance may not be adequate to cover liabilities 
resulting from accidents or injuries that occur during our physically demanding events; (xiv) we will face a variety of risks if 
we expand into new and complementary businesses; (xv) through his beneficial ownership of a substantial majority of our 
Class B common stock, our controlling stockholder, Vincent K. McMahon, can exercise control over our affairs, and his 
interests may conflict with the holders of our Class A common stock; (xvi) a substantial number of shares will be eligible for 
future sale by Mr. McMahon, and the sale of those shares could lower our stock price; (xvii) our Class A common stock has a 
relatively small public “float”; and (xvii) we may face risks relating to our recent restatement of our financial statements. 
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The forward-looking statements speak only as of the date of this Annual Report and undue reliance should not be placed on 
these statements. 


Item 7A. Quantitative and Qualitative Disclosures about Market Risk 


In the normal course of business, we are exposed to foreign currency exchange rate, interest rate and equity price risks that 
could impact our results of operations. Our foreign currency exchange rate risk is minimized by maintaining minimal net 
assets and liabilities in currencies other than our functional currency. 


Interest Rate Risk 


We are exposed to interest rate risk related to our debt and investment portfolio. Our debt primarily consists of the mortgage 
related to our corporate headquarters, which has an annual interest rate of 7.6%. Due to the recent decreases in mortgage 
rates, this debt is now at a rate in excess of market, however due to the terms of our agreement we are prohibited from 
refinancing for several years. The impact of the decrease in mortgage rates is considered immaterial to our consolidated 
financial statements. 


Our investment portfolio consists primarily of fixed income mutual funds and United States Treasury Notes, with a strong 
emphasis placed on preservation of capital. In an effort to minimize our exposure to interest rate risk, our investment 
portfolio’s dollar weighted duration is approximately one year. Due to the nature of our investments and our strategy to 
minimize market and interest rate risk, we believe that our portfolio would not be materially impacted by adverse fluctuations 
in interest rates. 


Item 8. Consolidated Financial Statements and Schedule 

The information required by this item is set forth in the Consolidated Financial Statements filed with this report. 
Item 9. Changes in and Disagreements with Accountants on Accounting and Financial Disclosures 

None 
Item 9A. Controls and Procedures 


Based on their most recent review, which was completed as of the end of the period covered by this report, our Chairman 
and Chief Executive Officer, as co-principal executive officers, and our Chief Financial Officer have concluded that our 
disclosure controls and procedures are effective to ensure that information required to be disclosed by us in the reports that 
we file or submit under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, is accumulated and communicated to our 
management, including our Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, as co-principal executive officers, and our Chief 
Financial Officer, as appropriate to allow timely decisions regarding required disclosure and are effective to ensure that such 
information is recorded, processed, summarized and reported within the time periods specified in the SEC’s rules and forms. 
During the fiscal year ended April 30, 2004, there have been no changes in our internal control over financial reporting, 
identified in connection with the evaluation thereof, which have materially affected, or are reasonably likely to materially 
affect, our internal control over financial reporting. 
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PART III 
The information required by Part HI (Items 10-14) is incorporated herein by reference to the captions “Election of 
Directors”, “Security Ownership of Certain Beneficial Owners and Management’ and “Ratification of Selection of 
Independent Auditors” in our definitive proxy statement for our 2004 Annual Meeting of Stockholders. 
PART IV 
Item 15. Exhibits, Financial Statement Schedules, and Reports on Form 8-K 


(a) The following documents are filed as a part of this report: 


1. Consolidated Financial Statements and Schedule: See index to Consolidated Financial Statements on page F-1 of this 
Report. 


2. Exhibits: 
Exhibit 
No. Description of Exhibit 
3.1 Amended and Restated Certificate of Incorporation (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 3.2 to our Registration 


Statement on Form S-1 (No. 333-84327)). 


3.1A | Amendment to Amended and Restated Certificate of Incorporation (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 4.1(a) to 
our Registration Statement on Form S-8, filed July 15, 2002). 


D2 Amended and Restated By-laws (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 3.4 to our Registration Statement on Form S-1 
(No. 333-84327)). 


3.24 | Amendment to Amended and Restated By-Laws (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 4.2(a) to our Registration 
Statement on Form S-8, filed July 15, 2002). 


10.1 1999 Long-Term Incentive Plan (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 10.1 to our Registration Statement on Form S- 
1 (No. 333-84327))(the “LTIP”).* 


10.1A Form of Option Agreement under the LTIP (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 10.1A to our Annual Report on 
Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended April 30, 2003).* 


10.1B Form of Agreement for Restricted Performance Stock Units granted during 2003 under the LTIP (incorporated by 
reference to Exhibit 10.2B to our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended April 30, 2003).* 


10.2 Employment Agreement with Vincent K. McMahon, dated October 14, 1999 (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 
10.2 to our Registration Statement on Form S-1 (No. 333-84327)).* 


10.2A Amendment, dated as of May 1, 2002, to Employment Agreement with Vincent K. McMahon (incorporated by 
reference to Exhibit 10.2A to our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended April 30, 2002).* 


10.2B Second Amendment, dated February 23, 2004, to Employment Agreement with Vincent K. McMahon (incorporated 
by reference to Exhibit 10.2B to our Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the fiscal quarter ended January 23, 2004).* 


10.3 Booking Contract with Vincent K. McMahon, dated February 15, 2000 (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 10.3 to 
our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended April 30, 2000).* 


10.3A Amendment, dated July 3, 2001, to Booking Contract with Vincent K. McMahon (incorporated by reference to 
Exhibit 10.3A to our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended April 30, 2001).* 


10.4 Employment Agreement with Linda E. McMahon, dated October 14, 1999 (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 
10.3 to our Registration Statement on Form S-1 (No. 333-84327)).* 
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10.4A 


10.5 


10.6 


10.7 


10.8 


10.9 


10.10 


10.11 


10.12 


10.13 


10.14 


10.15 


10.16 


10.17 


10.18 


10.19 


10.19A 


Amendment, dated February 23, 2004, to Employment Agreement with Linda E. McMahon (incorporated by 
reference to Exhibit 10.4A to our Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the fiscal quarter ended January 23, 2004).* 


Booking Contract with Linda E. McMahon, dated February 15, 2000 (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 10.5 to 
our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended April 30, 2000).* 


World Wrestling Entertainment Employee Stock Purchase Plan (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 10.6 to our 
Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended April 30, 2002).* 


License Agreement with inDemand, formerly known as Viewer’s Choice L.L.C., dated as of January 20, 1999 
(incorporated by reference to Exhibit 10.7 to our Registration Statement on Form S-1 (No. 333-84327)). (1) 


World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. Management Bonus Plan (incorporated by reference to Appendix A to the 
Proxy Statement for the 2003 Annual Meeting of Stockholders, filed July 31, 2003).* 


Independent Contractor Agreement, dated May 1, 2003, between the Registrant and Communications Consultants, 
Inc. (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 10.9 to our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended April 
30, 2003)* 


Registration Rights Agreement, dated August 30, 2001, by and between Invemed Catalyst Fund, L.P. and World 
Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 10.10 to our Annual Report on Form 10-K for 
the fiscal year ended April 30, 2002). 


Open End Mortgage Deed, Assignment of Rents and Security Agreement between TSI Realty Company and GMAC 
Commercial Mortgage Corp. (assigned to Citicorp Real Estate, Inc.), dated as of December 12, 1997 (incorporated 
by reference to Exhibit 10.11 to our Registration Statement on Form S-1 (No. 333-84327)). 


Promissory Note issued by TSI Realty Company to GMAC Commercial Mortgage Corp. (assigned to Citicorp Real 
Estate, Inc.), dated as of December 12, 1997 (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 10.12 to our Registration 
Statement on Form S-1 (No. 333-84327)). 


Environmental Indemnity Agreement among TSI Realty Company, Titan Sports Inc. and GMAC Commercial 
Mortgage Corp. (assigned to Citicorp Real Estate, Inc.), dated as of December 12, 1997 (incorporated by reference 
to Exhibit 10.13 to our Registration Statement on Form S-1 (No. 333-84327)). 


Assignment of Leases and Rents between TSI Realty Company and GMAC Commercial Mortgage Corp. (assigned 
to Citicorp Real Estate, Inc.), dated as of December 12, 1997 (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 10.14 to our 
Registration Statement on Form S-1 (No. 333-84327)). 


Form of Tax Indemnification Agreement among the Registrant, Stephanie Music Publishing, Inc., Vincent K. 
McMahon and the Vincent K. McMahon Irrevocable Deed of Trust, dated as of June 30, 1999 (incorporated by 
reference to Exhibit 10.15 to our Registration Statement on Form S-1 (No. 333-84327)). 


Agreement between WWF-World Wide Fund for Nature and Titan Sports, Inc. dated January 20, 1994 (incorporated 
by reference to Exhibit 10.16 to our Registration Statement on Form S-1 (No. 333-84327)). 


Offer letter, dated January 13, 2003, between the Registrant and Kurt Schneider (incorporated by reference to 
Exhibit 10.17 to our Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the fiscal quarter ended July 25, 2003). * 


Offer letter , dated February 24, 2003, between the Registrant and Philip B. Livingston (incorporated by reference to 
Exhibit 10.18 to our Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the fiscal quarter ended July 25, 2003). * 


Booking Contract, dated as of January 1, 2000, between the Registrant and Shane B. McMahon (“McMahon 
Booking Contract’) (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 10.19 to our Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the fiscal 
quarter ended July 25, 2003). * 


First Amendment to McMahon Booking Contract, dated March 12, 2001 (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 
10.19A to our Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the fiscal quarter ended July 25, 2003). * 
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10.20 


10.20A 


10.20B 


10.20C 


21.1 


pe | 
31.1 
31.2 
31.3 
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Employment Agreement, dated as of October 29, 1996, between the Registrant and James W. Ross (“Ross 
Employment Agreement’) (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 10.20 to our Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the 
fiscal quarter ended July 25, 2003). * 


Amendment to Ross Employment Agreement, dated June 2, 2003 (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 10.20A to 
our Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the fiscal quarter ended July 25, 2003). * 


Second Amendment to Ross Employment Agreement, dated June 2, 2003 (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 
10.20B to our Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the fiscal quarter ended July 25, 2003). * 


Third Amendment to Ross Employment Agreement, dated August 13, 2003 (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 
10.20C to our Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the fiscal quarter ended July 25, 2003). * 


List of Subsidiaries (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 21.1 to our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal 
year ended April 30, 2003). 


Consent of Deloitte & Touche LLP (filed herewith). 

Certification by Vincent K. McMahon pursuant to Section 302 of Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 (filed herewith). 
Certification by Linda E. McMahon pursuant to Section 302 of Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 (filed herewith). 
Certification by Philip B. Livingston pursuant to Section 302 of Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 (filed herewith). 


Certification by Vincent K. McMahon, Linda E. McMahon and Philip B. Livingston pursuant to Section 906 of 
Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 (filed herewith). 


* Indicates management contract or compensatory plan or arrangement. 


(1) Certain portions of this exhibit have been omitted based upon a request for confidential treatment filed by the 


Company with the Secretary of the Commission on August 25, 1999, as amended on October 8, 1999. The omitted 
portion of this exhibit has been separately filed with the Commission. 


(b) Reports on Form 8-K: 


The Registrant filed the following Forms 8-K: 


(i) Filing Date March 8, 2004 Items 12 and 7 
(i1) Filing Date April 23, 2004 Items 12 and 7 
(111) Filing Date April 27, 2004 Items 5 and 7 
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Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be 


SIGNATURES 


signed on its behalf by the undersigned, thereto duly authorized. 


Dated: July 12, 2004 


Dated: July 12, 2004 


Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, this report has been signed below by the following 


WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 


(Registrant) 
By: /s/ LINDA E. MCMAHON 
Linda E. McMahon 
Chief Executive Officer 
By: /s/ PHILIP B. LIVINGSTON 


Philip B. Livingston 


Chief Financial Officer 


persons on behalf of the registrant and in the capacities and on the dates indicated. 


Signature 


By: /s/ VINCENT K. MCMAHON 


Vincent K. McMahon 


By: /s/ LINDA E. MCMAHON 


Linda E. McMahon 


By: /s/ LOWELL P. WEICKER Jr. 


Lowell P. Weicker Jr. 


By: /s/ DAVID KENIN 


David Kenin 


By: /s/ JOSEPH PERKINS 


Joseph Perkins 


By: /s/ MICHAEL B. SOLOMON 


Michael B. Solomon 


By: /s/ ROBERT A. BOWMAN 


Robert A. Bowman 


By: /s/ PHILip B. LIVINGSTON 


Philip B. Livingston 


Title or Capacity 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
(co-principal executive officer) 


Chief Executive Officer and Director, 
(co-principal executive officer) 
Director 

Director 

Director 


Director 


Director 


Chief Financial Officer and Director, 
(principal financial and accounting officer) 
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Date 


July 12, 2004 


July 12, 2004 


July 12, 2004 


July 12, 2004 


July 12, 2004 


July 12, 2004 


July 12, 2004 


July 12, 2004 
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WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 


CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS 
(dollars and shares in thousands, except per share data) 


Year ended April 30 


2004 2003 2002 
INGE REV CIOS ac ceiclen cua ccnauuedeactcwameisaoeaus ust inanashseen shew: eos aoseos wiansatousatianstewtce: $ 374,909 $ 374,264 $ 409,622 
E76 1S 0.) a oon’ =) 0) (orc eee nn a ee ee a aOR RENE ay AD IR eC 207,121 237,343 251,124 
Selling, general and administrative CxPeNSesS.................ccccccceesseeeeseeeeeeeesseseseaas 78,170 99,349 103,191 
DEPreCiaH On: ANd: AHIOTIZALON. sac fa doeaedictraastsateedoncetwcduestawescssteutdatuedddnedstueducseaes 12,363 10,965 10,594 
SOCK COMPCISALIOM COSTS ct hscducsersiinddassaantdatuedeeatulsunseiediadinostdetueiiddeiiatenaaedte 3,675 — — 
OCT ALIS WACOM Cas fbete et sc setenassatsnseateuac halen sqseetubcoaseatecssateverbettetiaasateseatatanents 73,580 26,607 44,713 
NTNU SCI CD UN segs ahs fasteners tered Sa eta sae Sse eansan tee ate Sastecaandtte boi aes 5,906 2,011 10,591 
IMMCEESt CX ENSS circus Aires ict sanaaw Sate dire seanaesat suas etantae rs tatvadnentnanseseeueaeansaaiousdas 767 783 784 
OTHE TMC OMIG ClOSS 5 M1 CC cena ate Saeseaicnia tes Sash deena aiadictleanearaagteadadioraiedstialwerians L275 (897) 5,213 
Income from continuing operations before inCcOME taXES .......... ce cceecceceeeeeeeees 79,994 26,938 59,733 
PROVISION TOMINCOME TAX CSis since iiacG ors scasssctheciosuss dunno uaetenassenia eee ine eons 30,421 10,836 22,020 
INCOME: ArOM CONLMUING OPESAUl ONS ssscpacasccesaccundiparessvenatdtageceecenedsecdevwseticenetoande 49,573 16,102 37,713 
Discontinued operations: 
Income on shutdown of the XFL, net of taxes of $178 and $2,917 for 
2004 and 2002, respectively and minority interest... ee eeeee 290 — 4,638 
Loss from The World operations, net of taxes of $16,359 and $3,006, 
for 2003 and 2002, respectively........ccccccccccccccccscccccccccceeccecceeeeeeeeeeeeeees — (26,691) (4,903) 
Estimated loss on shutdown of The World, net of taxes of $900 and 
$3,257, for 2004 and 2003, respectively .........ccccccsssccceeesssssceeeeeessssees (1,671) (8,866) — 
Loss from discontinued operations — The Worl d........... ccc cccccccccccccccccceeeees (1,671) (35,557) (4,903) 
Loss from discontinued Operations. .............cccccssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssseeaes (1,381) (35,557) (265) 
Cumulative effect of change in accounting principle, net of taxes of $911 ...... — — 1,487 
INGE GOING CLOGS) as isisiendowssnsresteseerdesrestiunidisraeinsavsledtanstousnssteesisndanitisseuelbiawidelated 48,192 $ (19,455) $ 38,935 
Earnings (loss) per common share-basic and diluted: 
C OMENS OPETANONS 550542 oiiadscnatswincdesAcandin sina ears denen debiaeaeieuke deuce 0.72 $ 0.22 $ 0.51 
DiSCOMUMUEH OPC rato S552 ashanti onthe waite pease tenants aes (0.02) (0.50) — 
Cumulative effect of change in accounting principle .................c.000eee — — 0.02 
INGE mie @inie (OSS ) casai5 eg cteisancesacestvictaaraadineacte saunas iantaaienataemaaenadeioeanaions 0.70 $ (0.28) $ 0.53 
Shares used 1n per share calculations: 
PBN etter actrees Se nets tes ec eae une maa 68,621 70,622 72,862 
TC asses es eee ee ae 69,036 70,623 72,866 


See Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements. 
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WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 


CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEETS 
(dollars in thousands) 


ASSETS 
CURRENT ASSETS: 
CashiyandCquiy alemts's cu. sccnaraeccchts dunleadteeseceenunatentaats dual eedteawtebentmecene his taste, Merona uuadens 
SHOr- Lenni IV CSUME IIS) kx sfarsranedentsladeamednatston eA etata decrease letsratee here drensecs unde 
ACCOUMIS TECEIVAD IE? NE ls. cscssscatsehertocdesdeassgansveasdasssaakuntuddoetuesedassmuandeusmamedseatencentetolsemudess 
IN VEMTOLYs TCE 2ucsssremecien sendenoustieadostandaus onesie ius adaunnansea vernal sndmant suena sacatauaneuidaduatetata eu adaae 
Prepaid-expenses: and other Current ASSEtS acs. ssarscczssssesdandaasadevennesdassaaazeasdeaceadeuseea as 
FASSCIS OL GISCONUMMCC-OPElaulONS <eededucrrarcvcin asseetadeetdacdeateauuu alantretaderts sloasecua vate 


Gl Bes G2 Mere Uh ace) a kre \oicl ©: ee ne nD PO ea ne 


PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT INE DT icoslediovsccctudaenndentestaa a tested Read atasieardieeea deat 
INTANGIBLE ASSETS NEM, sccctcay a oiiante seta dadid awsinaiatubsinaie eden deat adeaiesearamseatemtdatecaduud oes 
CIEE RNS SET Settee ct ese teterd ed hae a lots tesco iotate heatinaet avGasaat heneeca Jacl hae atau atGadumetaceeta Sealaaece 


LIABILITIES AND STOCKHOLDERS’ EQUITY 
CURRENT LIABILITIES: 
Current portion or loner debt action eeeeeeeeaeae Sree 
INC COUIIS Ay A OIC cats: oc apie seis sens coast tos Gash pnaeed atu saeco aed eet aac ee 
|B Yh 2i06 Voy a6 Kotg 07217 10) camer eee erate ara Rr 
AACCIUCG eX Demses ald: OLNer MADINICS mits teclaa hus ava uve iene aa hus aut eae ieee: 
De Ter SAAN CONIC ees aree ss leiaa rein aan loi etaiacia as eusuanine een e ima nin awe uacteote emcee: 


STOCKHOLDERS’ EQUITY: 

Class A common stock: ($.01 par value; 180,000,000 shares authorized; 13,650,476 
shares and 18,215,427 shares issued as of April 30, 2004 and 2003, respectively)..... 

Class B common stock: ($.01 par value; 60,000,000 shares authorized; 54,780,207 
shares issued as of April 30, 2004 and 2003) .......cccccccccccccccccccccccceceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 

Treasury stock (2,578,769 shares as of April 30, 2003) ................cccceeeessssseseseeesesssesesseaaas 

Additional paid=in Capitals. cctic slatted hecertetea ce sueligds seat ceils chilies tuahe 

Accumulated other comprehensive (OSS) INCOME .............cccccccccceceeseeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 

RetainCdsCarniites ic5 sata ite cie sanh tar aiaat ieee dat eee aleit cnekaies i diaale 


TOtal/StOCKMOIGETS’ CQUALY sai cacoeees ccavasuudeardihs xikentasea Ss vagsadnuvadeek ete eeaseunideeentaceseneeeees 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND STOCKHOLDERS’ EQUITY ....... ec ccccesssteeeeeessessnteeeeeees 


See Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements. 
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As of April 30 


2004 


$ 48,467 
224,824 
62,703 
856 
14,027 
691 


351,568 


71,369 
4,492 
6,212 

20,703 


$ 454,344 


$ 700 


250,775 
(1,120) 
102,766 


353,105 
$ 454,344 


2003 


$ 128,473 
142,641 
49,075 
839 
18,681 
21,129 


360,838 


59,329 
4,625 
Frees 


$ 432,163 


$ cpm 


182 


548 
(30,569) 
297,315 

243 

69,634 


3215593 
$ 432,163 


WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 


CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF STOCKHOLDERS’ EQUITY AND 
COMPREHENSIVE (LOSS) INCOME 


Balance, May 1, 2001 ...............cccceceeeeeeeeeeees 
Comprehensive income: 
Ne PnCOme wissen eniee wets 
Translation adjustment..................0. 


Unrealized holding gain, net of tax... 


Total comprehensive income...............0000008 
Purchase of treasury stock .................c0000000 
Exercise of stock options ................ccc0000eeeee 


Balance, April 30, 2002...............cccccceeeeeeeees 
Comprehensive loss: 
INGPIOSS catnessaa eaten eect 
Translation adjustment..................0. 
Unrealized holding gain, net of tax... 


Total comprehensive IOSS ................00000eeeeee 
Purchase of treasury stock .................00000000 
Proceeds from sale of treasury stock ........... 
Exercise of stock options ................cccc000eeeee 
Tax benefit from exercise of stock options.. 


Balance, April 30, 2003 ..............cccccceeeeeeeeees 
Comprehensive income: 
INGE IN COMNS 5.5 netseevecnsetactetineeeneneaes 
Translation adjustment..................0. 
Unrealized holding loss, net of tax.... 


Total comprehensive income..............ccceeee 
Retirement of treasury stock... 
Stock repurchase, net of issuance of new 


Exercise of stock options .................000000eeeee 
Tax benefit from exercise of stock options.. 
Dividends paid seh s<c.cssstesvesseevizetcnsczenc.cecens: 
Dividends declared, not yet paid.................. 
Stock compensation COSTS ..........ccccccceceeeeeees 


Balance, April 30, 2004... cceeeeeeeeeees 


(dollars and shares in thousands) 


Common Stock 


Treasury Stock 


Amount 


Additional 
Paid - in 
Capital 

$ 296,525 


Accumulated 
Other 
Comprehensive 


(Loss) Income 


Retained 
Earnings 


$ (597) $ 50,154 


a4 
35 


38,935 


(29,554) 
124 


296,938 


(525) 


309 
446 


89,089 
(19,455) 


(30,569) 


49,712 


(19,143) 


(4,106) 


Shares Amount Shares 
72,932 $ 729 — 
— — 100 
32 — — 
72,964 729 100 
— — 2,489 
= = (11) 
32 1 — 
72,996 730 2,578 
(4,616) (46) (4,616) 
27 — 2,038 
24 = _ 
68,431 $ 684 — 


See Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements. 


Total 
$ 346,811 


385,092 


(19,455) 
322 
446 


(18,687) 


(29,554) 
77 
405 
20 


337,95) 


48,192 
(203) 


(1,160) 


46,829 


(19,138) 
305 
2 
(10,954) 
(4,106) 


2,814 


WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 


CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF CASH FLOWS 
(in thousands) 
Year Ended April 30 


2004 2003 2002 
OPERATING ACTIVITIES: 
PVC EAING OIG 5 ig haeas Mectec i hesdecaes dueuics tut aeteatvaeacen ta coaced edd aed eiua caleretosdaauseta aeesubenss $ 48,192 $ (19,455) $ 38,935 
Adjustments to reconcile net income (loss) to net cash provided by operating activities: 
Loss from discontinued operations, net Of tax... cceeeeeesccecceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaees 1,381 35,557 265 
Gain on sale of stock and revaluation of Warrants, Net... ccccccccceeeeeeeeeeees (671) — (5,287) 
Cumulative effect of change in accounting principle, net of tax .........eeee — - = (1,487) 
Depreciation and Amor ZallOM xs ssccryeicreseccccn’ net sechenceen ee meeniaeneasnnaie Saewe sen ee eats 12,363 10,965 10,594 
AMmorization:of deferred IncOMe 020.00 ee Meee ene doiol eet Ale ee (1,052) (1,268) (1,270) 
LOCK COMPCNSAlON -COSIS 3x aisomnsis enacts er asad enous soonssh ie weeds met omaniecee caters: 2,814 — — 
Provision for doubtful accounts 20.0.0... cccesssccceeccceeececccceccceceeeeeeeceeeceeeaeeeeeeeeeeeees (2,295) 3,697 900 
Provision for inventory ODSOIESCENCE..........c cee eeccecesecccecceececeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeseeeeess 237 797 3,780 
Provision (benefit) for deferred income taxes ...........ccccccceccceeeeeeeeeeeececeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 5,087 1,490 (3,455) 
Impairment Of lone -lVed ASSeliyc.2. 0c es ee Re cae caret ena ciee Mie et etc 2,942 — — 
Changes in assets and liabilities: 
PYCCOUNLS PeCely Al Sn iiacacn cee cone skeen cena on sac aain Someseanie soteaeeaieonie eccay eae (11,332) 10,334 7,388 
ITO ne a end ce settee Sead eect Nake! heed tal atthe Nahe arte ial ag (255) (185) (1,086) 
Prepaid expenses and other assets ..............cccccceeeeeseeeeeeeeessssessssssssssseesssseeeaas 2,870 (614) 5,689 
PRC COMMIS DAV ADI s22uctes ch ceteensce hast cetccente sheets eteeahcetewehe etic heuees tune nbowity (1,070) (5,302) 25 
Accrued expenses and other liabilities....................cccccccceesseeseeeseeseeeeeeeseseas 7,917 (10,724) 6,403 
DS TSP 1G OMG 15a ecicade ie vewdcatteloiasiaal edt beunoieed danekiuseun cul aadenenecdausneoniakeeedeunes (1,737) 2,740 10,179 
Net cash provided by continuing Operations ..............ccccsecesceceeeeeeeees 65,391 28,032 TGS IS 
Net cash used in discontinued operations............cccccccssssccceceeeeeeeeeeees (3,477) (6,894) (18,587) 
Net cash provided by operating activities ..........cccccccccecesecesceeeeeeeeeees 61,914 21,138 52,986 
INVESTING ACTIVITIES: 
Additions to property and CQuipMent ooo... ccccceceeceeceeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeees (5,266) (10,593) (12,499) 
Purchase:Of COrPOrate AIreran eeess20 00a sae acedeiendend Maacoecasaetde eascee ncdageeveneee (20,122) — — 
PUG MASE Ol OME ASSCUS fie hac eel ce eesti len venncacenthaceecateatae ceed daceseeduanencatenat (1,641) (3,000) — 
Sale (purchase) of short-term investments, Net .................cccceeeeseeeeeeeeessessssssssseeseeas (83,963) 65,416 (13,070) 
Net proceeds from the sale of investMents..................cccccccesseeeessesssseeseeeeeeeeeeeesseeeas — — 12,914 
Net cash provided by (used in) continuing operations .................6 (110,992) 51,823 (12,655) 
Net cash used in discontinued Operations............ccccccccessccceeeeeeeeeeeeees — (2,134) (5,179) 
Net cash provided by (used in) investing operationS.............:cccceeeees (110,992) 49,689 (17,834) 
FINANCING ACTIVITIES: 
IRGPay MeMts OL 1OME-ferii CeO Ll ihcecc aloense or erecaac seu sseer ews coum derauncaaakchuaseeneaseecamemseeneds (647) (601) (556) 
Proceeds from (repayments of) capital lease agreement ......... ce eeeceeseeeeeeeeeeees (601) 601 — 
Proceeds from: Sales of treasury StOck «sc. doeies Hee decal Ae ee ees — tai — 
Purchase: OF treasury StOCkK swan ak ses ete ati aude a eae (19,031) (29,554) (1,139) 
Dividends. Pale 2.31.25 25002 iavec ese ev eesti Windd caowa eed hie acest inst deseteetetaiuesacescloiepe (10,954) — — 
Proceeds from exercise: Of StOCK OPllONS ste s:c250e. 12 sanded eesssenaie cacenccachavacenetenstenctevanancl 305 405 413 
Net cash (used in) continuing Operations ...........ccccccccecceeeececeeceeeeeeeees (30,928) (29,072) (1,282) 
Net cash provided by discontinued operations ..............cccccscseeeeeeeeees — 322 8,100 
Net cash (used in) provided by financing activities...................0000008 (30,928) (28,750) 6,818 
NET (DECREASE) INCREASE IN CASH AND EQUIVALENTS ....... eee ees (80,006) 42,077 41,970 
CASH AND EQUIVALENTS, BEGINNING OF PERIOD... ccccccccccesssteeeeeeeeeees 128,473 86,396 44,426 
CASH AND EQUIVALENTS, END OF PERIOD 2.0.0... ccccccesseeeeesseesneeeeeeseesseeeeees $ 48,467 $ 128,473 $ 86,396 
SUPPLEMENTAL CASH FLOW INFORMATION: 
Cash paid during the period for income taxes, net of refunds .............ccccesseeeeeees $ 14,016 $ 6,398 $ 7,741 
Cash paid during the period for interest ...........0.cccccccccccessecessccessscesssecesseeesseeessseeess $ 773 $ 783 $ 783 


See Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements. 
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WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 
NOTES TO CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
(dollars in thousands, except share and per share data) 


1. Basis of Presentation and Business Description 


The accompanying consolidated financial statements include the accounts of World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc., and our 
wholly owned subsidiaries. We are an integrated media and entertainment company, principally engaged in the development, 
production and marketing of television and pay-per-view event programming and live events and the licensing and sale of 
branded consumer products featuring our World Wrestling Entertainment brands. Our continuing operations are organized 
around two principal activities: 


¢ Live and televised entertainment, which consists of live event and television programming. Revenues consist 
principally of attendance at live events, sale of television advertising time and sponsorships, domestic and international 
television rights fees and pay-per-view buys. 


¢ Branded merchandise, which consists of licensing and direct sale of merchandise. Revenues include sales of consumer 
products through third party licensees and direct marketing and sales of merchandise, magazines and home videos. 


All significant intercompany transactions and balances have been eliminated. Certain prior year amounts have been 
reclassified to conform with the current year presentation. 


In 2003, we closed the operations of our entertainment complex, The World. We recorded the results from operations of this 
business and the estimated shutdown cost as discontinued operations. In early May 2001, we discontinued operations of the 
XFL and accordingly, reported XFL operating results and estimated shutdown costs as discontinued operations. 


2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 


Use of Estimates — The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States requires our management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of 
assets and liabilities and disclosures of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported 
amounts of revenue and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates. 


Fiscal Period — Our fiscal year ends on April 30 of each year. Unless otherwise noted, all references to years relate to 
fiscal years, not calendar years, and refer to the fiscal period by using the year in which the fiscal period ends. Our fiscal 
quarters are thirteen-week periods that end on the thirteenth Friday in the quarter, with the exception of our fourth quarter, 
which always ends on April 30. 


Cash and Equivalents — Cash and equivalents include cash on deposit in overnight deposit accounts and investments 
in money market accounts. 


Short-term Investments — We classify all of our short-term investments as available-for-sale securities. Such short- 
term investments consist primarily of United States government and federal agencies securities, corporate commercial paper, 
corporate bonds, mutual funds and mortgage-backed securities, all of which are stated at market value, with unrealized gains 
and losses on such securities reflected, net of tax, as other comprehensive income (loss) in stockholders’ equity. Realized 
gains and losses on short-term investments are included in earnings and are derived using the specific identification method 
for determining the cost of securities sold. As of April 30, 2004, the fair value of our short-term investments was 
approximately $1,627 less than cost and as of April 30, 2003, the fair value was $148 greater than cost. We recorded 
unrealized (losses) income, net of taxes, of $(1,160), $446 and $(163) for 2004, 2003 and 2002, respectively, which was 
included in accumulated other comprehensive income (loss). It 1s our intent to maintain a liquid portfolio to take advantage of 
investment opportunities; therefore, all securities are considered to be available-for-sale and are classified as current assets. 


Accounts Receivable — Accounts receivable relate principally to amounts due to us from pay-per-view providers and 
television networks for pay-per-view presentations and television programming, respectively, and balances due from the sale 
of television advertising, home video and magazines. Our receivables represent a significant portion of our current assets. We 
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WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 
NOTES TO CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
(dollars in thousands, except share and per share data) 


are required to estimate the collectibility of our receivables and to establish allowances for the amount of receivables that we 
estimate to be uncollectible. We base these allowances on our historical collection experience, the length of time our 
receivables are outstanding and the financial condition of individual customers. Activity in the allowance for doubtful 
accounts 1s as follows: 


Balance at Charged to costs Write-offs Balance at 
beginning of period and expenses and other end of period 
DOO sede rerctsnaears echo title tas en weadecarae din teeedateetann: $5,284 $ (2,295) $ (377) $2,612 
DOO cecesa escaseateec to Gotlactee cea na saceatatee drteeadeamet acta: $2,840 $ 3,697 $ (1,253) $5,284 
DVOZ: ceevetvesdensnagiaaventaadendetauas tesdassniacalaseanadetaceasss $1,868 $ 900 $ da $2,840 
Inventory — Inventory consists of merchandise sold on a direct sales basis, and videotapes and DVDs, which are sold 


through wholesale distributors and retailers. Substantially all of our inventory is comprised of finished goods. Inventory is 
stated at the lower of cost (first-in, first-out basis) or market. The valuation of our inventories requires management to make 
market estimates assessing the quantities and the prices at which we believe the inventory can be sold. 


Property and Equipment — _ Property and equipment are stated at historical cost less accumulated depreciation and 
amortization. Depreciation and amortization is computed on a straight-line basis over the estimated useful lives of the assets 
or, when applicable, the life of the lease, whichever is shorter. Vehicles and equipment are depreciated based on estimated 
useful lives varying from three to five years. Buildings and related improvements are amortized over the lesser of the 
remaining useful life of the buildings or the anticipated life of improvements. Our corporate aircraft is depreciated over ten 
years on a straight-line basis less an estimated residual value of $9,500. 


Leased Property Under Capital Leases — Property under capital leases is amortized over the shorter of the lives of the 
respective leases or the estimated useful lives of the assets. 


Valuation of Long-Lived Assets — In May 2002, we adopted SFAS No. 144, “Accounting for the Impairment or Disposal of 
Long-Lived Assets.” In accordance with SFAS No. 144, we periodically evaluate the carrying value of long-lived assets 
when events and circumstances warrant such a review. During fiscal 2004, management performed an analysis on our long- 
lived assets related to our e-commerce infrastructure. These assets were primarily composed of capitalized software 
development costs incurred during the set up of the e-commerce section of our website. Based upon the performance of our 
e-commerce business as compared to the costs incurred to operate the site, management determined that the asset was 
impaired and recorded a pre-tax charge of $2,942 in our fourth fiscal quarter. During 2003, the economic conditions 
surrounding our entertainment complex in New York City, The World, and its continued weak operating results indicated 
potential impairment. In accordance with the prescribed accounting, an impairment test was performed which ultimately 
resulted in a non-cash pre-tax impairment charge of $30,392 that was recorded in fiscal 2003 and reflected in discontinued 
operations. 


Income Taxes — We account for income taxes in accordance with the provisions of SFAS No. 109, “Accounting for Income 
Taxes.” Our deferred provision was determined under the asset and liability method. Under this method, deferred assets and 
liabilities are recognized based on differences between financial statement and income tax basis of assets and liabilities using 
presently enacted tax rates. Valuation allowances are established to reduce deferred tax assets to amounts management 
believes are more likely than not to be realized. We consider estimated future taxable income and ongoing tax planning 
strategies in assessing the need for valuation allowances. 


F-7 


WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 
NOTES TO CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
(dollars in thousands, except share and per share data) 


Revenue Recognition — Revenues are generally recognized when products are shipped or as services are performed. 
However, due to the nature of several of our business lines, there are additional steps in the revenue recognition process, as 
described below. 


¢ Pay-per-view programming: 


Revenues from our pay-per-view programming are recorded when the event is aired and are based upon our initial 
estimate of the number of buys achieved. This initial estimate is based on preliminary buy information received from our 
pay-per-view distributors. Final reconciliation of the pay-per-view buys generally occurs within one year and any subsequent 
adjustments to the buys are recognized on a cash basis. 


¢ Television advertising: 


Revenues from the sale of television advertising are recorded when the commercial airs within our programming and are 
based upon contractual amounts previously established with our advertisers. These contractual amounts are typically based 
on the advertisement reaching a desired number of viewers. If an ad does not reach the desired number of viewers, we record 
an estimated reserve to reflect rebates or additional ad placements due to advertisers, based on the difference between the 
intended delivery (as contracted) and actual delivery of audiences. 


Additionally, through our sponsorship packages, we offer advertisers a full range of our promotional vehicles, including 
television, Internet and print advertising, arena signage, on-air announcements and special appearances by our Superstars. 
We follow the guidance of Emerging Issues Task Force (EITF) Issue 00-21 “Revenue Arrangements with Multiple 
Deliverables,” and assign the total sponsorship revenues to the various elements contained within a sponsorship package 
based on their relative fair values. Our relative fair values for the sponsorship elements are based upon a combination of 
historical prices and current advertising market conditions. Revenue from these packages is recognized as each element is 
delivered. 


e Licensing: 


Licensing revenues are recognized upon receipt of notice by the individual licensees as to license fees due. If we receive 
licensing advances, such payments are deferred and recognized as income on an as earned basis. 


¢ Home Video: 


Revenues from the sales of home video titles are recorded when shipped by our distributor to wholesalers/ retailers, net 
of an allowance for estimated returns. The allowance for estimated returns is based on historical information and current 
industry trends. 


e Magazine publishing: 


Publishing newsstand revenues are recorded when shipped by our distributor to wholesalers/retailers, net of an allowance 
for estimated returns. We estimate the allowance for newsstand returns based upon our review of historical returns rates and 
the expected performance of our current titles in relation to prior issue return rates. 


Advertising Expense — Advertising costs are expensed as incurred, except for costs related to the development of a 
major commercial or media campaign which are expensed in the period in which the commercial or campaign is first 
presented. 


Foreign Currency Translation —_ For translation of the financial statements of our Canadian and United Kingdom 
subsidiaries, we have determined that the Canadian Dollar and the U.K. Pound, respectively, are the functional currencies. 
Assets and liabilities are translated at the year-end exchange rate, and income statement accounts are translated at average 
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WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 
NOTES TO CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
(dollars in thousands, except share and per share data) 


exchange rates for the year. The resulting translation adjustments are recorded in accumulated other comprehensive income, a 
component of stockholders’ equity. Foreign currency transactions are recorded at the exchange rate prevailing at the 
transaction date. 


Stock-Based Compensation — We account for stock options issued to employees using the intrinsic value method as 
prescribed under Accounting Principles Board Opinion (“APB”) No 25, “Accounting for Stock Issued to Employees,” and 
related interpretations. Under this method, no compensation expense 1s recognized when the number of shares granted 1s 
known and the exercise price of the stock option is equal to or greater than the market price of our stock on the grant date. 
Stock options issued to non-employees are accounted for at fair value at the issuance date. We follow the disclosure-only 
provisions of SFAS No. 148, “Accounting for Stock-Based Compensation — Transition and Disclosure”, and SFAS No. 
123, “Accounting for Stock-Based Compensation.” SFAS Nos. 148 and 123 encourage, but do not require, companies to 
adopt a fair value based method for determining expense related to stock-based compensation (See Note 11). Restricted 
stock unit grants are recorded at fair value as of the grant date, with the resulting compensation cost recorded over the vesting 
period, if any. 


The fair value of options granted to employees, which 1s amortized to expense over the option vesting period in 
determining the pro forma impact, is estimated on the date of the grant using the Black-Scholes option-pricing model with the 
following assumptions: 


2004 2003 2002 
EXC CSC AILS Ok Cp UUM eg asec ota e ise anid dace ta ama ei etc ies Totaeiced at nina tes 3 years 3 years 3 years 
RRASKSTEGS 1ShCSE TAGS Se atec antec ences ipa ieeae ks Sandee caattentdaeed Sarai eae eu aerate 1.8% 25% 3.4% 
Expected volatility of our COMMON SOCK ............cceesscecccceeeeeeeeseeeeessnteeeeeeeeeeeeees 38% 38% 67% 
EXC CLS VISNN CI ties tien ee aie tae Os cae ee ahaa ralead usa tt 1.7% — — 

2004 2003 2002 
Weighted average fair value per share of each option granted to employees... $ 2.44 $ 3.73 $ 6.48 
Total number of options granted to eMplOYees....... ccc ccccccccccceeeeeceeeceeeeeees 852,500 1,219,000 5,000 
Total fair value of all options granted to employees ...........ccccecccceessceessecessseeeees $ 2,082 $ 4,548 $ 32 


Had compensation expense for our stock options been recognized based on the fair value on the grant date under the 
methodology prescribed by SFAS No.123, our income from continuing operations and basic and diluted earnings from 
continuing operations per common share for 2004, 2003 and 2002 would have been impacted as shown in the following 
table: 


2004 2003 2002 


Reported income from continuing operations............cccccceeseeeeees $ 49,573 $ 16,102 $ 37,713 
Add: Stock-based employee compensation expense included in 

reported income from continuing operations, net of related tax 

SLT CUS tara toh ces seclscnnps asec sattatagwo ua doa ceteete sareduceeonsouiewansuelsaeheeictanes D218 — — 
Deduct: Total stock-based employee compensation expense 

determined under fair value based method for all awards, net 


Ol FElAved fax CICClS weiss cc hice isd hsacetcewidcectea ee ea (4,392) (3,602) (5,393) 
Pro forma income from continuing operations ............ccccceeeeees $ 47,459 $ 12,500 $ 32,320 
Reported basic and diluted earnings from continuing operations 

per common share operations per common share ................06. $ 0.72 $ 0.22 $ 0.51 
Pro forma basic and diluted earnings from continuing ................. $ 0.69 $ 0.18 $ 0.44 











Derivative Instruments — We hold warrants received from certain publicly traded companies with whom we have 
licensing or distribution agreements. Warrants received from our licensees and a television programming distributor were 
initially recorded at their estimated fair value on the date of grant using the Black-Scholes option pricing model. That 
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WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 
NOTES TO CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
(dollars in thousands, except share and per share data) 


corresponding amount is recorded as deferred revenue and is amortized into operating income over the life of the related 
agreements using straight-line amortization. For the fiscal years ended April 30, 2004, 2003 and 2002, we recorded revenues 
of $1,052, $1,268 and $1,270 respectively, related to the amortization of deferred revenue resulting from the receipt of such 
watrants. Subsequent to receipt, warrants are adjusted to their estimated fair value each quarter, with changes in fair value 
included in other income. We do not utilize derivative instruments for speculative purposes or to hedge our exposure to 
interest rate or foreign currency risks. Upon adoption of SFAS 133 “Accounting for Derivative Instruments and Hedging 
Activities” we recognized $1,487, net of tax, as a cumulative effect of change in accounting principle in fiscal 2002, as a 
result of adjusting warrants to their estimated fair value. 


Goodwill & Other Intangible Assets — During 2003, the economic conditions surrounding The World, and its 
continued weak operating results indicated potential impairment of the site’s long-lived assets and goodwill. As a result of 
the indicated impairment, a valuation was performed on the site which ultimately resulted in the recording of a write-down of 
the long-lived assets and all goodwill related to The World. The write-down of the goodwill resulted in a non-cash pre-tax 
impairment charge of $2,533 during the third quarter of fiscal 2003. Our remaining intangible assets consist of acquired film 
libraries which are amortized over three years and acquired trademarks and trade names which are amortized over six years. 
Our intangible assets are being amortized over their estimated useful lives based on the period the assets are expected to 
contribute to our cash flows. We perform impairment tests annually and whenever events or circumstances indicate that 
intangible assets might be impaired. 


Discontinued Operations — SFAS No. 146, “Accounting for Costs Associated with Exit or Disposal Activities” requires 
companies to recognize costs associated with exit or disposal activities when they are incurred rather than at the date of a 
commitment to an exit or disposal plan. In February 2003, we closed the restaurant operations at The World and in April 
2003, we closed the retail operations at the facility. Costs related to the shutdown of these operations were estimated at the 
shutdown date and were recorded, net of applicable tax benefits, as discontinued operations 1n fiscal 2003, in accordance with 
SFAS No. 146. 


Prior to the adoption of SFAS No. 146, we accounted for our discontinued XFL operations in accordance with 
Accounting Principles Board Opinion (“APB”) No. 30, “Reporting the Results of Operations— Reporting the Effects of 
Disposal of a Segment of a Business, and Extraordinary, Unusual and Infrequently Occurring Events and Transactions”. 


Recent Accounting Pronouncements -In May 2003, the FASB issued SFAS No. 150, “Accounting for Certain Financial 
Instruments with Characteristics of both Liabilities and Equity.” SFAS No. 150 establishes standards for how an issuer 
classifies and measures in its balance sheet certain financial instruments with characteristics of both liabilities and equity. It 
became effective for us in the second quarter of 2004, but, because we have no instruments falling under the provisions of 
SFAS No. 150, it did not have an impact on our consolidated financial statements. 


3. Earnings Per Share 


For purposes of calculating basic and diluted earnings per share, we used the following weighted average common shares 
outstanding: 


2004 2003 2002 
| 1S) (Cater ee DT ne OO RO PIA ee Cede 68,621,145 70,621,898 72,861,797 
METAS lea tsetse tees ee ectee aa ota ilormereears Setlcace da eis optesstacie Steric peace wate co oa eros 69,035,634 70,623,129 72,865,624 
Dilutive effect of outstanding OPtiONS..........cccccccccccccssecccecceeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeess 86,218 1,231 3,827 
Dilutive effect of restricted stock UNiIts ...... cee cece ccceeecceeeeeceeeeesceseeess 328,271 — — 
Anti-dilutive outstanding options, end of period .......... cc ccccceeeseeeeeeeeeeeees 2,025,125 6,869,450 5,306,750 
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4. Intangible Assets 


In fiscal 2004 we acquired certain film libraries for approximately $1,710. In addition, in fiscal 2003, we acquired a film 
library and certain other assets for $3,000. We have classified these costs as intangible assets and amortized them over three 
years, which is the period of the expected revenues to be derived from the film libraries. In March 2001, we acquired 
substantially all of the intellectual property and certain other assets of WCW, another wrestling organization, including 
trademarks, trade names, their film library and other intangible assets, for $2,500. The purchase price of these assets was 
assigned to the trademarks and trade names, and is being amortized over six years, which is the period of the expected 
revenues to be derived from these assets. 


April 30, 2004 


Gross Net 
Carrying Accumulated Carrying 
Amount Amortization Amount 
Pirie ME ALTOS tee seers as eh at Pah eased Seats ace tot a le at $ 4,710 $ (1,423) $ 3,287 
Trademarks and trade names..........ccc.ccceecccsseecccceeccccssecccceucceseueecssuseesceuenecs 2,500 (1,295) 1,205 
$ 7,210 $ (2,718) $ 4,492 


April 30, 2003 


Gross Net 
Carrying Accumulated Carrying 
Amount Amortization Amount 
SHE Eee UA fe AI Vs as se aa catch et ee epee $ 3,000 $ — $ 3,000 
Trade matks<and thade Maimes ooe.casicees cadiseatawsuacav dadtecencuaiadegadmestsel ems 2,500 (875) 1,625 
$ 5,500 $ (875) $ 4,625 


Amortization expense recorded for the years ended April 30, 2004, 2003 and 2002 was $1,843, $420 and $420, 
respectively. 


The following table presents estimated future amortization expense: 


For the year ending April 30, 2005 ..........cccccccscccccessscceeeessseeceeesssseeeeeessaes $1,986 
For the year ending April 30, 2006 ...........cccccccccccccccccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 1,986 
For the year ending April 30, 2007 ..........ccccccccccccccccccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 520 
ATG) belles setoashsse sea pedarmtarsnoaieeatiaausTetaaces neces antasuasste aula cauaptcaaeeeutassuasadeateaeesaats $4,492 


5. Investments 
Short-term investments consisted of the following: 


April 30, 2004 


Unrealized 
Holding 
Amortized Gain Fair 
Cost (Loss) Value 
Fixed income mutual funds and other ............ceeeeeeeeeeeccccccceceeeesesssessntteeeeees $ 180,259 $ (1,627) $ 178,632 
United States Treasury Notes.............0cccccccccccccccccccccccccccceccccceecccececeeeeeeeeeee 46,192 — 46,192 
Tlie aie eea cesta teen la ccles aia eae ees eee $ 226,451 $ (1,627) $224,824 
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The unrealized holding loss of $1,627 at April 30, 2004 consisted of gross losses of $1,894 and gains of $267. The securities 
with unrealized losses consisted primarily of fixed income mutual funds, with a total fair value of approximately $151,515. 
The unrealized loss is due to changes in interest rates after the purchase of the investment. None of these securities have been 
in an unrealized loss position for more than one year. 


April 30, 2003 


Unrealized Fair 

Cost Holding Gain Value 
GOVETMINENE ODI OATIONS hrsesescaenunciesetantsnterobiinedstaneruntdereidateauitasatenel $ 63,755 $ — $ 63,755 
FIXSC ANCOMIS MILIAN TUS oe soca scars scerouetete ies ante teMvesuuaucacietetnetouecieieetes 40,027 148 40,175 
Corporate obligations and Other ..........cccccccccccccccccccccccceeeceeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeseeeeees 38,711 _— 38,711 
VOC AM  stesttonidseleaedtsetsaset ice te seh aeid de Medecine aaeeduidanttetedasstanidaemarlesatanies $ 142,493 $148 $ 142,641 


In fiscal 2003, we recorded to other income, an impairment charge of approximately $613 related to certain stock we 
held. 


In addition to the short-term investments included above, during fiscal 2001 we received warrants from three publicly 
traded companies with whom we had licensing agreements. The estimated fair value of the warrants on the date of receipt 
ageregated approximately $5,237, and was included in other assets. In connection with the adoption of SFAS No. 133 in 
fiscal 2002, we recorded a cumulative effect adjustment of $1,487, net of taxes, as a result of adjusting these warrants to their 
fair values. The warrants received from two of these publicly traded companies were then exercised and the related stock 
was sold in fiscal 2002, generating a net gain of $6,757. 


During fiscal 2004, we received additional warrants from two of these publicly traded companies. These warrants were 
initially recorded in other assets at their fair market value of $1,638 on the date received using the Black-Scholes options 
pricing model with offsetting deferred revenues. This deferred revenue is amortized into operating income over the life of 
the respective underlying licensing agreements using the straight line method. We have recorded approximately $671 in 
mark to market adjustments using the Black-Scholes model, taking into account the most current market assumptions. This 
amount was included in other income for the year ended April 30, 2004. 


We also received warrants during fiscal 2001 from another publicly traded company with whom we had a television 
programming distribution agreement. The estimated fair value of these warrants on the date of receipt was approximately 
$2,884, and was included in other assets. These warrants were treated in a different manner due to the volume of stock that 
we could acquire under the warrants, if exercised, as compared to the total shares of common stock outstanding of this 
company. This prevented us from being able to readily convert the warrant to cash and accordingly the warrants were not 
considered derivatives. Therefore, any fair value adjustments were recorded through equity as a component of other 
comprehensive income. In fiscal 2002, it became clear that the continuing decline in the market value of the common stock 
of this company would not reverse. This, coupled with the shortened window to exercise, caused management to make a 
determination that these warrants were other-than-temporarily impaired and, accordingly, we wrote the balance down to zero, 
resulting in a charge of $2,884, which was included in other (loss) income. These warrants expired unexercised in February, 
2003. 
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6. Property and Equipment 


Property and equipment consisted of the following: 


2004 2003 

Land, buildings and improvements ............ccccccccccessccesssccesseeesssseeeseeeeaees $ 50,941 $ 51,051 
IE UMN he I cli sag ee eee, a ed 39,398 40,332 
COOP ANC Ah CRAIN asec chal erat, fea ese ee eased ie agcati 20,710 — 
(=) ae (2) rete rena eA RNR tee On re 639 639 
PROPCILY, UMC Capital ASC dasha sccdcs tee naccetlae dass taseeedacs hl enncetden — 1515 

$111,688 $ 93,537 
Less accumulated depreciation and amortization. .............cccccccccceceeeeeeeees 40,319 34,212 
TO tale. o date casatecaerate cane enee te naetalaiguetanen antenatal ea anescdanane we $ 71,369 $ 59,325 


In January 2004, we paid $20,100 to an unrelated, third party lessor to pay off a lease on our corporate aircraft. The aircraft 
was acquired under an operating lease in 2000. The transaction was accounted for as a capital acquisition in fiscal 2004. 
The purchase price of the aircraft, net of a $9,500 estimated residual value, will be depreciated on a straight-line basis over a 


10 year period. 
7. Accrued Expenses and Other Liabilities 


Accrued expenses and other liabilities consisted of the following: 


2004 
Accrued pay-per-View CVent COStS ........cccccccccccesssecceeessseeeceesssseeeeeessseeeeeens $ 5,884 
Accrued legal settlement Off€1S...........ccccccccccccsccccccececeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseseeeees 783 
PRCCTUEE INCONIe TAX CS scaisGstastatsidascaiee aide scoaluidnasnbabieincaueetaslollaimatoumtalsas 16,204 
PRCCTUCC Talemt FO VaMICS ss. rato d ao eile cecal oatetalectanua tte cteattcmemstelass 302 
ACCIUCd Pay Toll TelALECiCOSIS ey ciNicccne cate itech erate apne nel cnaetetieutiaes 8,457 
INC CEU CIE VISION: COS (Sis tocersseaiticnaatet romelirlctausaldvenslunabaiaemel id cases eumbent 438 
Accrued legal and professional f0@S............cccccccccccccccccccecceceeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 2,090 
Accrued home video production and distribution ............ccccccccccccceeeeeeeees 2,168 
Accrued publishing print and distribution...........cccccccccccccccccccccceeeeeeeeeeees 520 
PRCCIUIC GO UNG pitenadsscucen ne cewstensnscuecatenenaenvanadasusecneaseaducucieseleuaeneuasnecne idence Se8 5,285 
Bo pear reeneot ete eet nner rnE a deren Tee A ar OO ONO ar SO $42,131 

8. Debt 
Debt as of April 30, 2004 and 2003 consisted of the following: 

2004 
Moneace lodmasreciment iiss Gestuschsstiviotasdimeures ee oucniates eiealendammannen $8,655 
Obligation under capital Lease ........ ccc ccccccccccccceeeeeeeeeceeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees — 

8,655 
IGCSS°CUIT CHE DOLUOMEaaccceco\es toulerdtessentaxvasoren asus ts laeteem col wieadae a tddades 700 
TONS ASTIN E DU pacccits utdenidvetetacsatdedetbanidadtanie Gteatatauddaraed elemidandcareGloaeutoust $7,955 


2003 


$ 5,580 
3,750 
5,173 

759 
2,359 
3,364 
2,430 

974 
1,140 
8,974 


$34,503 


2003 


$9,302 
601 


9,903 


777 


$9,126 
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In 1997, we entered into a mortgage loan agreement under which we borrowed $12,000 at an annual interest rate of 
7.6%. Principal and interest are to be paid in 180 monthly installments of approximately $112. The loan is collateralized by 
our executive offices and television studio in Stamford, Connecticut. Interest expense for this loan was $767, $783 and $784 
for 2004, 2003 and 2002, respectively. 


In July 2002, we entered into a capital lease arrangement related to certain computer equipment. In fiscal 2004, when the 
net carrying amount of the obligation was $495, we paid off the remaining balance from available cash. 


As of April 30, 2004, the scheduled principal repayments under our debt obligations were as follows: 


For the year ended April 30, 2005 .o..... cece eecccscccccessseeeccessseeeceeessseeeeeenseeees $ 700 
Por the year ended April’ 30-2006 ncccecscics eos onion aes 756 
Por the year ended April'30..2007 ox cckcc ces coeds eae 817 
Fotthe year ended April 30; 2008 wicca pied ceetete oieleseieca vans e tea? 881 
For the yeat-cnded April 30.2009 assis eih deine Soiree ote scythcenaeleaaeaa teas 952 
Mie AI Ge Las cccstte ae edetet ear elon og cane etna eugene 4,549 
1G) fl Merman anne ere men errener TpeTe On APOIO TESTO ERLE TE IE Nn SHOE NeEIO DIT aT EE Te On SP $ 8,655 


9. Income Taxes 
For fiscal 2004, 2003 and 2002, we were taxed on our income from continuing operations at an effective tax rate of 
38.0%, 40.2% and 36.9%, respectively. Our income tax provision related to our income from continuing operations for fiscal 


2004, 2003 and 2002 was $30,421, $10,836 and $22,020, respectively, and included federal, state and foreign taxes. 


The components of our tax provision from continuing operations were as follows: 


2004 2003 2002 
Current: 
FP CCCEA! ics srcctccuarcustanteategettiinsdanseashecuaseoatoutharteckth tuadansh abecweseaateatareeneeiuadeast $19,541 $ 5,990 $21,456 
Sate AIG POCA sacscict sc cele eststhciarca ai cunaseuamisia cue aadesios anc vaasubseesneussosetuaemea 3,133 1,057 3,129 
POE OI 5 cians he ccicrr esa vee amutioise neseacne Reete eo 2,642 2,299 1,801 
Deferred: 
Fea a wrciaatet aac entenn ete tetien en succten aanene es aanita men Siceaaee anne ee acoecaen ems 4,503 1,290 (3,802) 
ROLE cae 01 nae non ee 620 182 (580) 
POOH TOMI 6 heats ud ccemediers uneaueie annie sc uamseananencln casetenne saatnnesuancoemnineneteane nnn (18) 18 16 
TO Ue letera aches acres sete oe dues assets Satan caeseae tie erate tase ieee ta $30,421 $10,836 $22,020 


The income tax provision allocated to continuing operations, discontinued operations and cumulative effect of change in 
accounting principle were as follows: 


2004 2003 2002 
Provision for income taxes - continuing OperatiONs ..............ccccceesseeeeeeees $ 30,421 $ 10,836 $22,020 
Benefit for income taxes - discontinued Operations ............cccceccccseceeeeeeees (722) (19,616) (5,923) 
Provision for income taxes - cumulative effect of change in accounting 
|) 1 #16) | 0) (camera amennOn ernest enn orc ta Wie ae Coane rn eee ae ee eo — — 911 
Total allocated provision (benefit) for income taxes ...........ccccecccceceeeeeees $29,699 $ (8,780) $ 17,008 
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The following sets forth the difference between the provision for income taxes from continuing operations computed at 
the U.S. federal statutory income tax rate of 35% and that reported for financial statement purposes: 


2004 2003 2002 
Statutory WS federal tax at 3 5 ic esssccsSasesatensaeadsvasedadeontianlarse ite tueasavacmes $27,998 $ 9,428 $20,907 
State and local taxes, net of federal benefit... cece cceeeccceeeeeceeeee 2,439 (545) 1,792 
FOreronaate ditierentlal.c...0ceedaee Ferien ior neews 261 112 136 
NW aNVAll Ola WOW ANC Crete foe Soe tees ecu tuie tl gah A east Rat acta (162) 2,025 — 
7 110) ae vn eee ee ee (115) (184) (815) 
Provision for inCOME taX€S.....::s.:cccccsesecessessesouvvacceecdeseeseaveccesvetaieeccenncedeess $30,421 $ 10,836 $22,020 


The state tax benefit for 2003 is comprised of state and local taxes, net of federal benefits, reduced by the reversal of a 
tax reserve established in prior year. The tax reserve is no longer necessary due to the conclusion of various state 
examinations. 


The tax effects of temporary differences that give rise to significant portions of the deferred tax assets and deferred tax 
liabilities of continuing operations consisted of the following: 


2004 2003 
Deferred tax assets: 
PC COMMAS HECSIV A Coa ees tec ce Sere code Staple a ebetea ceeds a adestleceivasucseenbieeomects $ 1,100 $ 2,759 
WAVY CHUONIC S ec csetteais Lctesecnastiesdansutecesaoettvcainateieaassulvaeescitcetoeicabeaey ee oaadevacucee 498 464 
PEED AIC OY ALCS sch tosses ave acetsonnrcasnedagicesxeanediteatioaiexeassatteavineteeasedetereiene 3,935 3,479 
Stock options/stock COMPENSATION ..............cccceeeeesssseseeesssessessssststssseseeeees 4,442 4,286 
BTV CS CIC IN Sse ane erat tea rens telomeres Metta ane ha tatekt eannac uate An catay 4,450 3,736 
I TILAIO 1D ISAS CS 4 sscsat or ence te nadentdualuidelatecsesanaieaubteasveseaent mausatoteieneetuaeanatee YB 3,609 
Accrued liabilities and reServes ..........cccccccesecccessecccceeecceeesscccesceseeeuesenees 1,471 4,516 
OMG OAM sora hacteauhctadsetc a aawenstt deltauanegautataude taaleteete ieameienmateuaietetaetintes 65 47 
DE Temmed: LAX ASSES" OT OSS 2x: acti ia cc ctnet andl aciadesenmmtinctduiadeeinisdeciadsteeeesies 19,073 22,896 
Maltation allow aniCe 235.25 ie cnctest acidic ch tas dace erntenmedegeewmiddedismradeiowidete (2,275) (2,437) 
IE FOREGO AK AS SCUS* Ne Us tazc5 sates ean asrehiiels pede veegtuls sak uateaaaahele toe ente, 16,798 20,459 
Determed tax Wabiies ne .n.cscsescsrecte altace aincis hei aeatvores ous eidee we wicca blancs 
Pixed aSsSets-and -deprec iat On axe sete ecdedatands ceaslabsaveavess santeveehietcseodelents 5,891 4,465 
Deferred tax Ma Dilities:., MSC, sucess diss ceoscusovdnsd eae easeedors eds cnaeecesgsdeeseaatseies 5,891 4,465 
Total deferred tax assets, Met.............eeceeseesssscecccccccccccccceeecsssscccecececeeeeeees $10,907 $15,994 


The temporary differences described above represent differences between the tax basis of assets or liabilities and 
amounts reported in the consolidated financial statements that will result in taxable or deductible amounts in future years 
when the reported amounts of the assets or liabilities are recovered or settled. As of April 30, 2004 and 2003, $7,003 and 
$11,194, respectively, of the net deferred tax assets are included in prepaid expenses and other current assets and the 
remaining $3,904 and $4,800, respectively, are included in other non-current assets in our consolidated balance sheets. 


As of April 30, 2004, and April 30, 2003 we had valuation allowances of $2,275 and $2,437, respectively to reduce our 
deferred tax assets to an amount more likely than not to be recovered. The valuation allowance is primarily related to the 
deferred tax asset arising from losses on investments which are capital in nature for which realization is uncertain. A majority 
of these capital loss carry forwards expire in 2008. 
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We have approximately $30,362 in state and local net operating losses which begin to expire in 2023. These net 
operating losses were incurred in discontinued operations and, as such, the deferred tax asset related to this net operating loss 
carryforward is included in the assets of discontinued operations on the consolidated balance sheets. A full valuation 
allowance in the amount of $2,638 is recorded against these net operating loss carryforwards to reduce the asset to zero as 
management does not believe the tax benefit is more likely than not to be realized. 


U.S. income taxes have not been provided on unremitted earnings of our foreign subsidiary, because our intent is to keep 
such earnings indefinitely reinvested in the foreign subsidiary’s operations. 


10. Commitments and Contingencies 
We have certain commitments, including various non-cancelable operating leases, performance contracts with various 
performers, employment agreements with certain executive officers, advertising commitments and an agreement with 


Viacom which guarantee a minimum payment for advertising during the term. 


Future minimum payments as of April 30, 2004 under the agreements described above were as follows: 


Operating 
Lease Other 
Commitments Commitments Total 
Porthe year: ending April 302005 vcore, cere oteica esa iui ena dese ele $1,283 $23,678 $24,961 
For the year:ending April 30; 2006 cicesccen cla eitacnaee wae deee ee 1,168 10,947 12,115 
Forthe year-endine April 30,2007 nccescnsececceis Oi etca rei ateescaeee waeaee Mesias ee 723 4,725 5,448 
Forthe year:ending Apnil 30,2008 vcesccn lacie t cena wae desde oe 632 882 1,514 
For the year-ending April. 30; 2009 ceescns.ceccets oiet ca svei a iceescaeve wasaaeesdaeuen lee 128 952 1,080 
MCV S ACL vances ce sescts ieatsd cae he ints sues eaacacts sale stnccuas seas ea icadoae a nonseamenuaduenteseeees — 4,549 4,549 
NOGA cchetetiict te tach ncetinc se yeah cen ouieet teehee hie tds ine a hie ts Math abhi aes $3,934 $45,733 $49,667 


Rent expense under operating leases from continuing operations was approximately $1,906, $2,402 and $2,228 for 2004, 
2003 and 2002, respectively. 


In addition, we have an operating lease for space in New York City that is currently unoccupied which was related to our 
former entertainment complex, The World. We are currently seeking a sub-tenant. The total payments remaining on the lease 
are approximately $43,795 as of April 30, 2004, which were accrued as a liability at the shutdown date. However, in 
accordance with SFAS No. 146, we have reduced this accrual by our current estimate for sub-tenant rental income of 
approximately 75% of the remaining payments on the lease (see Note 16). 


Legal Proceedings 
World Wide Fund for Nature 


In April 2000, the World Wide Fund for Nature and its American affiliate, the World Wildlife Fund (collectively, the 
“Fund’’) instituted legal proceedings against us in the English High Court seeking injunctive relief and unspecified damages 
for alleged breaches of a 1994 agreement between the Fund and us regarding the use of the initials “wwf”. In August 2001, 
the trial judge granted the Fund’s motion for summary judgment, holding that we breached the agreement by using the initials 
“wwf? in connection with certain of our website addresses and our former scratch logo. The English Court of Appeals 
subsequently upheld that ruling. Since November 10, 2002, we have been subject to an injunction barring us, either on our 
own or through our officers, servants, agents, subsidiaries, licensees or sublicensees, our television or other affiliates or 
otherwise, from most uses of the initials “wwf,” including in connection with the “wwf” website addresses and the use of our 
former scratch logo. 
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We have complied with the injunction and have taken a number of significant steps that go beyond the literal 
requirements of the injunction, including, among other things, changing our corporate name to World Wrestling 
Entertainment, Inc. and initials to “WWE.” However, the elimination of certain historical uses of our former scratch logo, 
including, specifically, WWE’s archival video footage containing the scratch logo during the period 1998-May 2002 and the 
scratch logo embedded in programming code of WWE-licensed video games created during the period 1999-2001 is, as a 
practical matter, not possible. On an application for relief by our videogame licensee, THQ/Jakks Pacific LLC 
(“THQ/Jakks’’), the English Court of Appeals ruled, overturning the lower court’s decision, that THQ/Jakks’ marketing and 
sale of games with embedded references to the initials “wwf? would not violate the injunction and would not constitute 
contempt of court by either THQ/Jakks or us. 


As part of its original complaint, the Fund included a damages claim associated with our use of the initials “wwf.” 
Although the Fund has never initiated any proceedings or presented any evidence before the court in this regard, the Fund has 
claimed in correspondence that at least $360 million would be required to fund a multi-year media advertising campaign to 
remedy the Fund’s alleged loss of recognition/exclusivity as a result of our use of the initials “wwf.” In that correspondence, 
the Fund, through its Legal Advisor, demanded a payment of $90 million prior to the injunction compliance date to settle its 
alleged damages claims and resolve all remaining issues. We vigorously rejected the Fund’s demand and contend that the 
Fund’s tactics were a bad faith attempt to coerce us into an unwarranted cash payment. We strongly dispute that the Fund 
has suffered any such damages and indeed despite repeated requests, the Fund has never provided us with any documentation 
or evidence in support of its alleged damages claim. No hearings have been scheduled on the Fund’s damages claim. We 
cannot quantify the potential impact that an unfavorable outcome of the Fund’s damages claim, if such a claim ever were to 
be presented, could have on our financial condition, results of operations or liquidity; however based solely on the Fund’s 
unsubstantiated out-of-court assertions, it could be material. 


Shenker & Associates 


On November 14, 2000, Stanley Shenker & Associates, Inc. (“SSAI’) filed a complaint against us in Superior Court, 
Judicial District of Stamford/Norwalk, Connecticut, relating to the termination of an agency agreement between us and 
plaintiff. Plaintiff sought compensatory damages and punitive damages in an unspecified amount, attorneys’ fees, an 
accounting and a declaratory judgment. 


In May 2003, we filed a motion for sanctions asserting significant litigation misconduct by the plaintiff, including giving 
perjured testimony and fabricating evidence, and seeking, among other things, dismissal of all claims against us and a default 
judgment on our counterclaims for tortious interference with business relations, conversion, fraud and conspiracy in 
connection with the Plaintiffs solicitation and receipt of improper payments from various of our licensees. In October 2003, 
the court issued a comprehensive opinion and order, dismissing plaintiff's case against us with prejudice and entering a 
default judgment in our favor on all of our counterclaims. In November 2003, the plaintiff filed a motion to reconsider the 
court’s order, which was denied. SSAI filed a renewed motion for reconsideration which was also denied. As a result of, 
among other things, these developments, in the fourth quarter of fiscal 2004 we reversed an expense accrued for commissions 
in the amount of approximately $7.9 million. A damages hearing on our counterclaims has been scheduled for September 
2004. Pursuant to the court’s request, we have filed a report on the discovery we need to prove the damages associated with 
our counterclaims. 


On February 14, 2003, we filed a complaint against one of our former officers, and certain entities related to him, with 
respect to irregularities in the licensing program during his tenure with us, which came to light as a result of discovery in the 
Shenker litigation. That lawsuit has been consolidated with the Shenker litigation. In March 2004, we filed a motion for 
summary judgment on all of our claims, which 1s pending before the court. We also have filed a motion for sanctions based 
on the former officer’s discovery misconduct, seeking a default judgment on our claims. 


In December 2003, the parties entered into a stipulation regarding our application for preyudgment remedies, permitting 
us to attach assets up to $5.0 million against SSAI and up to $850,000 against the former officer and certain related entities 
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(this latter amount was subsequently raised to $4.0 million). In January 2004, we began attaching assets. Based on the 
violation of the consent order regarding prejudgment remedies, we moved for contempt against the former officer and his 
associate. 


We believe that the decision against SSAI was correct and that this litigation will have no material adverse effect on our 
financial condition or results of operations. However, the decision is subject to appeal and as a result, no assurances can be 
given in this regard. 


Marvel Enterprises 


In October 2001, we were served with a complaint by Marvel Enterprises, Inc. in the Superior Court of Fulton County, 
Georgia alleging that we breached the terms of a license agreement regarding the rights to manufacture and distribute toy 
action figures of various wrestling characters, assumed in the acquisition of certain assets of World Championship Wrestling, 
Inc. (“WCW”) by one of our subsidiary corporations. The plaintiff seeks damages and a declaration that the agreement 1s in 
force and effect. Universal Wrestling Corp. (“Universal’’), the successor-in-interest to WCW, was sued in a separate lawsuit, 
which has been consolidated with the lawsuit against us for discovery and trial. We are defending Universal in connection 
with these claims. In May 2003, we filed a motion for summary judgment on all claims. Universal similarly filed a motion for 
summary judgment on all claims. In July 2003, the court granted our summary judgment motion in its entirety and dismissed 
all claims against the Company, and the court granted in part and denied in part Universal’s summary judgment motion. 
Marvel has appealed the decisions, and Universal has appealed the denial in part of its summary judgment motion. While we 
believe the court’s decision to dismiss the claims against us was correct, we are unable to predict the likelihood of success of 
Marvel’s appeal. In light of the summary judgment rulings, we do not believe that an unfavorable outcome of the remaining 
claims against Universal would have a material adverse effect on our financial condition or results of operations; however, no 
assurances can be given in this regard. 


IPO Class Action 


In December 2001, a purported class action complaint was filed against us asserting claims for alleged violations of the 
federal securities laws relating to our initial public offering in 1999. Also named as defendants in this suit were Vincent K. 
McMahon, Linda E. McMahon and August J. Liguori (collectively, the “Individual Defendants”) and the underwriters of our 
initial public offering. According to the allegations of the Complaint, the Underwriter Defendants allegedly engaged in 
manipulative practices by, among other things, pre-selling allotments of shares of the Company’s stock in return for 
undisclosed, excessive commissions from the purchasers and/or entering into after-market tie-in arrangements which 
allegedly artificially inflated the Company’s stock price. The plaintiff further alleges that the Company knew or should have 
known of such unlawful practices. This litigation has been consolidated in the United States District Court for the Southern 
District of New York with claims against approximately 300 other companies that had initial public offerings during the same 
general time period. 


The class plaintiffs and the issuer defendants, including the Individual Defendants and the Company, have reached an 
agreement in principle for the settlement of all claims. This settlement, 1f consummated, is not anticipated to have a material 
adverse effect on our financial condition or results of operation. While the Company strongly denies all allegations, in June 
2004, the Company and the Individual Defendants executed the settlement agreement, subject to approval of the settlement 
by the Company’s primary insurer. It is the Company’s understanding that the significant majority of issuer defendants have 
executed the settlement agreement as well. The Company expects the settlement process will move forward; however, no 
assurances can be given in this regard. 


We are not currently a party to any other material legal proceedings. However, we are involved in several other suits and 
claims in the ordinary course of business, and we may from time to time become a party to other legal proceedings. The 
ultimate outcome of these other matters is not expected to have a material adverse effect on our financial condition or results 
of operations. 


WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 
NOTES TO CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
(dollars in thousands, except share and per share data) 


11. Stockholders’ Equity 


Our Class B common stock is fully convertible into Class A common stock, on a one for one basis, at any time at the 
option of the holder. The two classes are entitled to equal per share dividends and distributions and vote together as a class 
with each share of Class B entitled to ten votes and each share of Class A entitled to one vote, except when separate class 
voting is required by applicable law. If, at any time, any shares of Class B common stock are beneficially owned by any 
person other than Vincent McMahon, Linda McMahon, any descendant of either of them, any entity which is wholly owned 
and is controlled by any combination of such persons or any trust, all the beneficiaries of which are any combination of such 
persons, each of those shares will automatically convert into shares of Class A common stock. Through his beneficial 
ownership of a substantial majority of our Class B common stock, our controlling stockholder, Vincent McMahon, can 
effectively exercise control over our affairs, and his interests could conflict with the holders of our Class A common stock. 


In June 2003, we purchased approximately 2.0 million shares of our common stock from Viacom, Inc. for approximately 
$19,246, which was a slight discount to the then market value of our common stock. This transaction did not affect other 
aspects of our business relationship with Viacom. 


We provide a stock purchase plan for our employees. Under the plan, any regular full-time employee may contribute up 
to 10% of their base compensation (subject to certain income limits) to the semi-annual purchase of shares of our common 
stock. The purchase price is 85% of the fair market value at certain plan-defined dates. At April 30, 2004, approximately 76 
employees were participants in the plan. In fiscal 2004, employee participants purchased approximately 21,402 shares of our 
common stock under the plan at an average per share of $7.74. 


The 1999 Long-Term Incentive Plan (“LTIP’’) provides for grants of options as incentives and rewards to encourage 
employees, directors, consultants and performers in our long-term success. The LTIP provides for grants of options to 
purchase shares at a purchase price equal to the fair market value on the date of the grant. The options expire 10 years after 
the date of the grant and are generally exercisable in installments beginning one year from the date of the grant. The LTIP 
also provides for the grant of other forms of equity-based incentive awards as determined by the compensation committee of 
the board of directors. 


In June 2003, we granted 178,000 restricted stock units at $9.60 per share. Total compensation costs related to the grant 
of restricted stock units based on the estimated value of the units on the grant date is $1.7 million. Although originally 
scheduled to be amortized over the seven year vesting period, a provision of the grant stipulated that if EBITDA of $65.0 
million was achieved in any fiscal year during the vesting period, the unvested restricted stock units would immediately vest 
and, accordingly, the unamortized balance at that date would be expensed. Because our EBITDA exceeded $65.0 million in 
fiscal 2004, we recorded the entire $1.7 million charge in fiscal 2004. EBITDA is a measure of our operating performance, 
and is defined in the LTIP as earnings from continuing operations before interest, taxes, depreciation, and amortization. 


In January 2004, we completed an exchange offer that gave all active employees and independent contractors who held 
stock options with a grant price of $17 or higher the ability to exchange their options, at a 6 to | ratio, for restricted stock 
units, or, for holders with fewer than 25,000 options, for cash at 75% of the average price of $13.28 per share, during the 
offering period. Overall, 4.2 million options were eligible for the offer, of which 4.1 million were exchanged for either cash 
or restricted stock units. In exchange for the options tendered, we granted an aggregate of 591,416 restricted stock units and 
made cash payments in the aggregate amount of approximately $0.9 million, which will result in a total compensation charge 
of approximately $6.7 million, of which the cash payment of $0.8 million to employees was recorded in fiscal 2004, and the 
portion related to the grant of the restricted stock units to employees will be recorded over the units’ 24 month vesting 
period. As a result, $2.0 million of the compensation charge related to the option exchange program was recorded in fiscal 
2004 and the remaining will be recorded as follows: approximately $3.6 million in fiscal 2005 and approximately $1.1 
million in fiscal 2006. 
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Presented below is a summary of the LTIP’s activity for each of the three years ended April 30, 2004. 





Weighted 
Average 
Options Exercise Price 

Options outstanding at May 1, 200] oo... cc ccccccccccceceeeeeeeeeeeeees 6,670,700 $ 16.36 
CO PITONS OT ATL wise. rus authcnarsatrobisdasensatesuadadioaoicnishaastisunnturmntuadses 5,000 $13.82 
OPHOMS CANC Sl CC eis .cam cessed adssasetas que seasiaosiuaaneeemaa aad nsaes (390,100) $ 16.20 
OPEIONS SX CNCISEG sishicci a vicsscdareiescsa'viccsstutiedietussciaciancsudsiicaneeacbasveswstes (32,000) $12.94 
Options outstanding at April 30, 2002.00... cee ccceesseceeeeeseeeeens 6,253,600 $ 16.40 
COPtLONS Sr AM Ne Mic cscaucite excess susranss ovetsaatonaneuaoutoawasctiasuchaeimatereeasdine 1,219,000 $ 13.02 
OPUS CAN Cel CC isc ocean sateceessirivcnssecanauenen asataeonaieerobaeascaeaewineseeonties (476,900) $15.44 
CO)PULONS SX SLC ISS ac oacvasceisudussos hsvsasessacamaasauacculosuastinenesedtvacacooieneulene (31,250) $12.94 
Options outstanding at April 30, 2003 ........ ccc cccccccccceceeceeeeeeeeeees 6,964,450 $15.89 
CUPUIONG se rAliied esisctaicuer. jaceanaerceasanvaaeiannteu icuiatasemspuueanebtaiesl anaes 852,500 $ 9.63 
OPUONS CAC ele xo fe hoes acich sa east tecda iuiosniatuddedanseasinaat daly iit (4,837,775) $ 16.89 
OPUONSYEXCICISCU spt senses cic sai aoaeatedausenataiudcenndtesemtinseddeieneisiads' (23,550) $12.94 
Options outstanding at April 30, 2004 ........ cc ccccccccccccceeeeeeeeeees 2,955,625 
Restricted stock units Outstanding..........ccccccccccceceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 770,848 
Available for future grants at April 30, 2004.00... ccccccccceeeeeees 6,036,777 


The number of options exercisable as of April 30, 2004, 2003 and 2002 was 1,184,644, 5,021,600 and 3,618,735, 
respectively. The following table summarizes information for options outstanding and exercisable as of April 30, 2004: 


Weighted Weighted Weighted 
Number of Average Average Number of Average 
Range of Exercise Options Remaining Exercise Options Exercise 
Prices Outstanding Life Price Exercisable Price 
D G0 1700) x iio a herent care: 2,955,625 6.2 years $12.47 1,184,644 $14.11 


12. Employee Benefit Plans 


We sponsor a 401(k) defined contribution plan covering substantially all employees. Under this plan, participants are 
allowed to make contributions based on a percentage of their salaries, subject to a statutorily prescribed annual limit. We 
make matching contributions of 50 percent of each participant’s contributions, up to 6% of eligible compensation (maximum 
3% matching contribution). We may also make additional discretionary contributions to the 401(k) plan. Our expense for 
matching contributions and additional discretionary contributions to the 401(k) plan was $1,217, $840 and $865, during 
2004, 2003 and 2002, respectively. 


13. Segment Information 


Our continuing operations are conducted within two reportable segments, live and televised entertainment and branded 
merchandise. Our live and televised entertainment segment consists of live events and television programming. Our branded 
merchandise segment includes consumer products sold through third party licensees and the marketing and sale of 
merchandise, magazines and home videos. The results of operations for The World and for the XFL are not included in the 
segment reporting as they are classified separately as discontinued operations in our consolidated financial statements (See 
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Note 16). We do not allocate corporate overhead to each of the segments and as a result, corporate overhead is a reconciling 
item in the table below. There are no intersegment revenues. 


Revenues derived from sales outside of North America were approximately $63,453, $51,840 and $38,459 for 2004, 
2003 and 2002, respectively. The table presents information about the financial results of each segment for 2004, 2003 and 
2002 and assets as of April 30, 2004 and 2003. Unallocated assets consist primarily of cash, short-term investments and real 
property and other investments. 


Year Ended April 30 


2004 2003 2002 
Net revenues: 
Live and televised entertainment ...................ccceeeeeeesssssesssssssssseeees $296,088 $295,432 $323,458 
Branded Merchandise sass ete ais ic tec eee a 78,821 78,832 86,164 
“LOUAI MEE DEV ENUCS: 525 cdieaciiec acnastacesancenssveedeeSacaceatheetatuacsaaeig eee $374,909 $374,264 $409,622 
Depreciation and amortization: Fe 
Live and televised entertainment ...........c. ce eceeessseceeeeeessssseseeeeeens $ 4,415 $ 3,709 $ 3,205 
Branded merchandise ..............ccccecccsseeccceeeeccceeecceeesecceesecesseeesceeees 2129 2,062 — 
COE OR AU teaser csp cds setee neues see oetusaioe tn nand me adeeosueaupe dado 5,219 5,194 7,389 
Total depreciation and amortization ............cccccesscceeseceeseeeesseeeeees $ 12,363 $ 10,965 $ 10,594 
Operating income: 
Live and televised entertainment ...............cccccccceceeeesseseeeecccceeeeeeeee $108,919 $ 88,266 $113,924 
PTANGE G METCMANCISC sess cstes sists sei ial gest bacnaseendtnsedbcewseess negeesuaelendes 33,830 23,362 20,829 
(0) 016) 21 b> ee er Tren  e aen (69,169) (85,021) (90,040) 
TOtal -Operatin S INCOME sisisotossanacawisstwcriiuletecsnerenawise eaves $ 73,580 $ 26,607 $ 44,713 
At April 30 
2004 2003 
Assets: 
Live and televised entertainment...............0....0+ $ 78,162 $. 73;127 
Branded merchandise ..............cccceeccccseecceeeeeseeeeee 17,437 17,395 
al C ated CM iis sassacan tesetl eoctcsienannssieecnatenndeanbdsior: 358,745 341,041 
LP OLAl ASSES hae tesadsadtataliwoitanidawihtetsadsadeadulicontantes $454,344 $432,163 


(1) Includes assets of discontinued operations of $21,408 and $21,129 as of April 30, 2004 and 2003, respectively. 
14. Financial Instruments and Off-Balance Sheet Risk 


Concentration of Credit Risk — Financial instruments which potentially subject us to concentrations of credit risk are 
principally bank deposits, short-term investments and accounts receivable. Cash and cash equivalents are deposited with high 
credit quality financial institutions. Short-term investments primarily consist of AAA or AA rated instruments. Except for 
receivables from cable companies related to pay-per-view events, concentrations of credit risk with respect to trade 
receivables are limited due to the large number of customers. A significant portion of trade receivables for pay-per-view 
events is received from our pay-per-view administrator, who collects and remits payments to us from individual cable system 
operators. We perform ongoing evaluations of our customers’ financial condition, including our pay-per-view administrator, 
and we monitor our exposure for credit losses and maintain allowances for anticipated losses. 


F-21 


WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 
NOTES TO CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
(dollars in thousands, except share and per share data) 


Fair Value of Financial Instruments — The carrying amounts of cash, cash equivalents, money market accounts, accounts 
receivable and accounts payable approximate fair value because of the short-term nature, and maturity of such instruments. 
Our short-term investments are carried at quoted market rates. Our debt primarily consists of the mortgage related to our 
corporate headquarters, which has an annual interest rate of 7.6%. The fair value of this debt is not significantly different 
from its carrying amount. 


15. Quarterly Financial Summaries (unaudited) 


























1"! and 3rd qth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
2004 
INC CTCVCNING Sse eis hea eee ea ate cetacean $ 74,675 $94,431 $ 79,070 $126,733 
CFEOSS UO 1h which se vendih sPaleanstetasin eseticaaebcnee aha Masta iciaibatniaes $25,414 $ 42,204 $35,015 $ 65,155 
Income from continuing Operations ...........ccccecceeseeeeseeeeees $ 2,743 $ 16,819 $ 8,863 $ 21,148 
Loss from discontinued operations (1).........:.ccccccesseeessseeeees $ (158) $ 266 $ (76) §$ (1,413) 
INCU COMIC. 234i ete ie a esti eta tetas $ 2,585 $17,085 $ 8,787 $ 19,735 
Earnings (loss) per common share: basic 
COMINUING OPCLAllONS 134 iescins dasitdanti elie dona $ 004 $ 025 $ O13 $ 0.31 
Discontinued operations (1) .........cccccessccesssceessecesseeeesseeeeeees $ 0.00 $ 0.00 $ 0.00 $ (0.02) 
In (2100 6( 0) 09 (=e ene RP eer $ 004 $ 025 $ O13 $ 0.29 
Earnings (loss) per common share: diluted 
Continuing Operations .........0.ccccccccescccessseessecesseeeesseecesseeeseees $ 0.04 $ 025 $ O13 $ 0.30 
Discontinued operations (1).........ccccccessccesssccessecessseeesseeeenees $ 0.00 $ 000 $ 0.00 $ (0.02) 
INCE IMC OI, faire ceuerateiccnaa rats ransnuecr eheucraatn ated wonenee $ 004 $ 025 $ O13 $ 0.28 
2003 
INCETCVCIUICS Seca tetas Untied acest atel eat $ 85,449 $ 90,323 $92,565 $105,927 
CTE OSS OU Ueda rs sackets asa ad anki caeteeacetaeesans the toenaacaes $ 28,831 $ 28,151 $ 35,854 $ 44,085 
Income from continuing Operations ...........cccccccessseeeeseeeenees $ 3,790 $ 195 $ 5,923 $ 6,194 
Loss from discontinued operations (1).........:..cccceeseeeesseeeees $ (1,327) $ (1,863) $(21,988) $(10,379) 
INGt income ClOSS): scietoucieni oncanteisrsmanidieeueaiadnaaduiaioadas $ 2,463 §$ (1,668) $(16,065) $ (4,185) 
Earnings (loss) per common share: 
BASIC A GUMGS icc dcscstenicsaaliwint iokinatecnaescebateleiaustcaa ares atauneace’ 
Continuing Operations ..........ccccccesscceessccesssccesseeesssecessseeessees $ 005 $ 000 $ 0.08 $ 0.09 
Discontinued operations (1).........ccccccessccesssccessecesseecesseeeenees $ (0.02) $ (0.03) $ (0.31) $ (0.15) 
INGt INC Oe (OSS )s c.sricautotenecrsntesondsninatiiodenaene asyieeecedns $ 0.03 $ (0.02) $ (0.23) $ (0.06) 


(1) Our discontinued operations include an after-tax impairment charge of $20,413 recorded in the third quarter of 2003 and 
after-tax charges related to the shutdown of The World of $8,866 recorded in the fourth quarter of 2003 (see Note 16). 


16. Discontinued Operations 


In fiscal 2003, we recorded estimated shutdown costs of approximately $12,100, or $8,900 after tax, in connection with the 
closing of our operations of The World. The following is a listing of the major components included in the $12,100 charge: 


Ren ex penseaiid, Ofer Pelated COIS asia jocthdansRisncsdduian ivedduudouteedasicadeabonianduncdeonsianteels $ 9,900 
SeVerance: and. Omer Teale COSTS adasindc ie wcesedecdyeiettaaceitudedecdoeimiserddanaesiuugatsel Gianducdhameusace: 1,100 
HPAL, 1X CO ASS CLS alin hi ocdyede adi ocd casera da ine Gdddesaees mee needed aie etude teeta 1,000 
HAY CTIUOR Vol CSOT VCS ea isda acean lc neta cate mutated dancueltd subnens cman sn aied canes auth al aueuttaledaes enans 100 
INO AM acess tecceaitcureud acts ntncianeisuauonaenaasatanetdwanstewstnsan vasaaekatamensteaeteuseuss uauawona viasabonteneste eae $12,100 
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The costs associated with these disposal activities have been classified in discontinued operations in our Consolidated 
Statements of Operations for the year ended April 30, 2003. 


Rent expense and other related costs-In determining the shut-down costs for the rent expense associated with the lease of 
The World, we followed the guidance established in paragraph 16 of SFAS 146. We closed the restaurant in February 2003 
and the retail store in April 2003. By April 30, 2003, we had physically vacated the premises, with no intention to reoccupy, 
and began to show the space to potential sub-lease tenants in early fiscal 2004. Accordingly, no future economic benefit will 
be received by us from this operation. In calculating our accrual for the costs that will continue to be incurred under this 
contract through its October, 2017 term, we assumed no sub-let income in fiscal 2004 and assumed sub-let income of 75% of 
the lease payments beginning in fiscal 2005. Based upon discussions with real estate brokers in New York City and a real 
estate appraiser engaged by us, it was determined to be probable that the property would not be rented within fiscal 2004. 
Factors include the large space of the facility, its unique Times Square location, the then remaining term of the lease (15 
years) and the expected time needed to re-fit the space by any potential new tenant. 


We analyzed broker fees incurred for similar type properties with multi-year leases in New York City in order to 
quantify the expected broker fee for the sublease of The World, and subsequently recorded as of April 30, 2003, 
approximately $900, which is included in the caption Rent expense and other related costs above. 


Severance and other related costs- The World’s employees were involuntarily terminated. The termination payments 
made to them were not contingent upon any future service. In accordance with paragraphs 8 and 9 of SFAS No. 146, we 
expensed the $1,100 of estimated payments, of which approximately $700 had been paid as of April 30, 2003. 


Impairment of fixed_assets- The $1,000 fixed assets impairment charge included in shut-down costs represented the 
remaining net book value of the assets at The World which were deemed to have no value. 


Inventory Reserves- We also recorded a $100 charge related to the write-off of the remaining miscellaneous inventory 
used in the operation of The World. 


Included in the loss from discontinued operations for 2003 was an impairment charge of $32,925 as a result of an 
impairment test conducted on goodwill $2,533 and other long-lived assets $30,392 at The World. The charge arose from 
continued operating losses at that facility and was taken in accordance with SFAS No. 142 and SFAS No. 144, respectively. 
Estimates of the fair values of the long-lived assets at The World were determined by an independent, third party appraiser, 
based on valuation methods, such as cost and fair market value approaches, with the valuation method used based upon the 
nature of the underlying assets. 


In fiscal 2004, we recorded additional shutdown costs of $2,571, or $1,671 after tax, representing the absence of 
projected sub-rental payments for the first nine months of fiscal 2005, which represents our revised estimate of the expected 
time necessary to assign or sub-let the remaining lease. In addition, we have also re-classified the deferred tax assets related 
to The World from short-term to long-term based upon our current expectations regarding the expected realization of these 
deferred tax assets. 
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The following table presents the activity in the accruals relating to the shutdown of The World during the year ended 


April 30, 2004. 

Accrued Rent 

and Other 
Related Costs 

Balance‘as of April: 30). 2003 vs iccsnuss.acscosoncossunteaianassoetaasusetess $ 9,900 
Amounts paid during fiscal year April 30, 2004...........0........ (2,700) 

Additional charge recorded in fiscal year April 30, 2004*.... 2,100 

Balance as of April 30, 2004..0........cccccccccccssseeeesseeeeesseeeesssees $ 9,300 


Accrued 
Severance 
and Other 

Related Costs 


$ 400 


(400) 


Total 


$10,300 
(3,100) 
2,100 


$ 9,300 


* Although we are actively seeking to sub-let the property, no tenant has been located to date. The additional charge relates to 
the modification of our assumptions related to the accrued rent. This accrual and the related assumptions will continue to be 


monitored and adjusted accordingly. 


The results of The World business, which has been classified as discontinued operations in the consolidated financial 


statements, are summarized as follows: 


Loss from The World operations, net of taxes of $16,359 and $3,006 for 2003 and 
DOOD PE SIC CULV CNY cicele cit 21, ott tama tutta tesa tania tat catalaniaactedidnt taduteaiidasitguiate tt andiele 

Estimated loss on shutdown of The World, net of taxes of $900 and $3,257 for 2004 
ANI 20 9 CSC CLIY GIy ais Fo 2e cst caPanie cy eeursdeaeis Put ceedeeadanie dot aueetansdtveueusteectanedeeiseatan: 


Loss 1rom-discontinued OPChatiONs .aieciece cinders erode ee ee 


Assets: 


PRED AIG CX CIS CS aac oid saat asl eas esce tevin a eetaceeied: 

TAT WV CLILON Yee sishietaetdel osaradicncie Perna geal earaaiaeedechs Seah eampiasdaesdash Latent sacsécl demain dus anges 

Deferred income taxes, net of valuation allowance of $2,638 and 
$1,350 for 2004 and 2003, respectively ..........cccccccsscceesscceesseeeeensees 


PR OGAPASS CUS tea canates Mecsas aA acct di ruc naniey aatlssdeam tania dunn es evalu dimes 
Liabilities: 

PA CCOUMIS Pay aD le x deustan 2clacd alent trcntnalenseatheruemiuatenteurasls Wusdeuenortasdes 
INCCTUCGICXDCMSES a fcnstarscat usd alanstancabien tandanctarntavnaassransta es tadassmeredlis dual 


TOWANDA S se ecient sttoacstorseyeeesu sp ostnc etolostanesuseteaces soireon atc eae enone see. 


2004 


(1,671) 


$ (1,671) 


13,701 


$20,809 


$ 14 
9,304 


$ 9,318 


2003 
$ (26,691) 
(8,866) 
$ (35,557) 
2003 
$ 586 

5 

5,343 
94 

65 
14,437 
$ 20,530 
$ 19 
10,648 
$ 10,667 


2002 


$ (4,903) 


$ (4,903) 


In early May 2001, we formalized our decision to discontinue operations of the XFL, and accordingly reported XFL 
operating results and estimated shutdown costs as Discontinued Operations in the Consolidated Statements of Operations for 
the year ended April 30, 2001. Estimated shutdown costs of approximately $27,000 consisted of fixed asset and other asset 
impairment charges of approximately $9,600, contractual labor costs of approximately $8,400, workers’ compensation and 
severance costs of approximately $5,400, lease costs of approximately $1,700 and other shutdown related costs of 


approximately $2,600. 
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(dollars in thousands, except share and per share data) 


During 2002, as a result of the reversal of shutdown reserves that were no longer required and the recognition of certain 
tax benefits for which a valuation allowance had been established, we recorded income from discontinued operations of 
$4,638, net of minority interest and taxes. The remaining shutdown liabilities consist primarily of XFL medical and other 
shutdown costs. 


On June 12, 2000, we sold approximately 2.3 million newly-issued shares of our Class A common stock at $13 per share 
to NBC, our partner in the XFL, for a total investment of $30,000. As a result of this stock sale, which was at a below-market 
price, we recorded a deferred cost of $10,673, which was being amortized over 30 month term of the XFL broadcast 
agreement. As a result of our decision to discontinue operations of the XFL, we wrote off the remaining unamortized 
deferred cost of $6,974. In May 2002, we repurchased 2.3 million shares of our Class A common stock from NBC for 
$27,692, which was a discount to the then market value of our common stock. These shares were included in Treasury Stock 
in our Consolidated Balance Sheet as of April 30, 2003. 


The results of the XFL business, which has been classified as discontinued operations in the consolidated financial 
statements, are summarized as follows: 


2004 2003 2002 
Estimated income on shutdown of the XFL, net of taxes of $178 and $2,917 for 
2004 and 2002, respectively, and minority interest...........cccccceescccceeeseeeeeeesseees $ 290 — $4,638 
Income from discontinued Operations ...........cccccccccesscceessccesssccesseecessecesssecesseecesseeeenss $ 290 — $4,638 
2004 2003 
Assets 
CS Ms pete e taste taste eese esate seta tauaceaoesenonenttastace esebtetiaateamonesiaeneistanas $ 599 $ 599 
TOLAASSEUS renseas a aisacirertas Ge donasdeiGeateaee tet ctedt Moasediee tae aaa tatoos $ 599 $ 599 
Liabilities: 
PCOS CAINS Caste occ Nora seal ete dean aaa ideants lasaak alae sana tae toate nseaees 238 1,175 
INDIORIDYAIMLET ES U sce cetucis cache non tubarnomsanceaceseannin den onuencamincceusnenteane (180) (288) 
TO tal MAD MGS SS sccestet eater ee a eee ae ariel tet $ 58 $ 887 


17. Subsequent Event 
In June 2004, The Vincent K. McMahon Irrevocable Trust dated June 30, 1999 completed the sale of 7,066,644 shares of 


Class B common stock in a registered public offering. Upon the sale, the shares automatically converted into shares of Class 
A common stock on a one-for-one basis. The Company did not receive any proceeds from this sale of common stock. 
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REPORT OF MANAGEMENT 


The consolidated financial statements have been prepared in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in 
the United States of America. The integrity and objectivity of the data in these financial statements, including estimates and 
judgments relating to matters not concluded by year end, are the responsibility of management, as 1s all other information 
included in the Annual Report, unless otherwise indicated. 


The consolidated financial statements of World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. have been audited by Deloitte & Touche 
LLP, independent registered public accounting firm. Management has made available to Deloitte & Touche LLP, all of 
World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc.'s financial records and related data, as well as the minutes of stockholders' and directors' 
meetings. Furthermore, management believes that all representations made to Deloitte & Touche LLP during its audit were 
valid and appropriate. 


Management has established and maintains a system of internal accounting control that provides reasonable assurance as 
to the integrity and reliability of the consolidated financial statements, the protection of assets from unauthorized use or 
disposition and the prevention and detection of fraudulent financial reporting. The concept of reasonable assurance 
recognizes that the costs of an internal accounting control system should not exceed, in management's judgment, the benefits 
to be derived. 


Management maintains disclosure controls and procedures that are designed to ensure that information required to be 
disclosed by World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. is recorded, processed, summarized and reported within the time periods 
specified by the Securities and Exchange Commission's rules and forms. 


Management also seeks to ensure the objectivity and integrity of its financial data by the careful selection of its 
managers, by organizational arrangements that provide an appropriate division of responsibility and by communication 
programs aimed at ensuring that its policies, standards and managerial authorities are understood throughout the organization. 
Management regularly monitors the system of internal accounting control for compliance. 


The Audit Committee of the Board of Directors meets periodically with management and Deloitte & Touche LLP to 
review the manner in which they are performing their respective responsibilities and to discuss auditing, internal accounting 


controls and financial reporting matters. Deloitte & Touche LLP periodically meets privately with the Audit Committee and 
has access to the Audit Committee at any time. 


July 12, 2004 


Pei Ernenaher) 


Linda E. McMahon 
Chief Executive Officer 


Ib, Et 


Philip B. Livingston 
Chief Financial Officer 


F-26 


REPORT OF INDEPENDENT REGISTERED PUBLIC ACCOUNTING FIRM 
To the Board of Directors and Stockholders of World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc.: 


We have audited the accompanying consolidated balance sheets of World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. and subsidiaries 
(the “Company’’) as of April 30, 2004 and 2003 and the related consolidated statements of operations, stockholders’ equity 
and comprehensive income (loss) and of cash flows for each of the three years in the period ended April 30, 2004. Our audits 
also included the financial statement schedule listed in the index at Item 15. These financial statements and financial 
statement schedule are the responsibility of the Company’s management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the 
financial statements and financial statement schedule based on our audits. 


We conducted our audits in accordance with standards of the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board (United 
States). Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial 
statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts 
and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant 
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audits 
provide a reasonable basis for our opinion. 


In our opinion, such consolidated financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the 
Company as of April 30, 2004 and 2003 and the results of its operations and its cash flows for each of the three years in the 
period ended April 30, 2004 in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 
Also, in our opinion, such financial statement schedule, when considered in relation to the basic consolidated financial 
statements taken as a whole, presents fairly in all material respects the information set forth therein. 


As discussed in Note 3, the Company adopted Statement of Financial Accounting Standards No. 133 during the year 
ended April 30, 2002. 


/s/ Deloitte and Touche LLP 
Stamford, Connecticut 


July 12, 2004 
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SCHEDULE IIT— VALUATION AND QUALIFYING ACCOUNTS 


(dollars in thousands) 


Description 

For the Year Ended April 30, 2004 
Allowance for doubtful accoumnts................ccccccceeeeeeereeeees 
Inventory obsolescence reserve ...............cccceceeseeeeeeeeeeeseens 
Publishing allowance for newsstand returns..................6. 
Home video allowance for returnS...................0c0eeeeeeeeeeeees 
Advertising underdelivery .............cccccccccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 


For the Year Ended April 30, 2003 
Allowance for doubtful accoumnts.................ccccccceeeeeeesseeees 
Inventory obsolescence reserve ...............cccceceeeseeseeeeeeeeeens 
Publishing allowance for newsstand returns..................6 
Home video allowance for returnS..................cc00ceeeeeeeeeeees 
Advertising underdelivery .............ccccccccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 


For the Year Ended April 30, 2002 
Allowance for doubtful accoumnts..................ccccceeeeeeeerseeees 
Inventory obsolescence reserve ................cccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseens 
Publishing allowance for newsstand returns..................65 
Home video allowance for returmS..................c000ceeeeeeeeeeees 
Advertising underdelivery ..............cccccccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 


(1) Deductions are comprised primarily of disposals of obsolete inventory, write-offs of specific bad debts, returns and 
advertising “make-goods” for underdelivery. When the Company does not deliver the guaranteed rating, additional spots, 


Balance at 
Beginning 
of Period 


$ 5,284 
892 
5,126 
1,496 
6,921 


$ 2,840 
2,351 
4,178 
3,150 
3,935 


$ 1,868 
457 


Additions 


Charged to 


Costs and 
Expenses 


$ (2,295) 


1,270 
24,944 
8.888 
3,170 


$ 3,697 
LOT 
29,521 
5,366 
4,813 


$ 900 
3,780 
23,093 
6,187 
295) 


commonly referred to as ‘make-goods’ or at times, a cash refund, 1s given to the customer. 
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Deductions (1 


$ (377) 


(1,036) 
(25,553) 
(7,796) 
(5,690) 


$ (1,253) 


(2,256) 
(28,379) 
(7,020) 
(1,827) 


$ gp 


(1,886) 
(21,343) 
(4,237) 
(772) 


Balance at 
End of 
Period 


$ 2,612 
1,126 
4,517 
2,588 
4,401 


$ 5,284 
892 
5,126 
1,496 
6,921 


$ 2,840 
2,351 
4,178 
3,150 
3,935 


